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This paper illustrates developments and changes in the balance between central and local governments 
of several Asian countries since the time they became independent. That was a period during which 
central governments consolidated their powers and played a major role in economic and social 
development. It marked the creation of strong central government. Subsequently, however, the 
beginning of population increase and urbanization about 30 years ago ushered in changes in the balance 
of politics and administration from the center to localities. It also ushered in the decentralization of 
power from the center to localities. The World Bank, in 1962, became interested in and supported the 
initiation of studies about ways and results of decentralization. By considering the impact of the spread 
of globalization and its effects on both government and private administration, a study by the World 
Bank suggests that administrators of countries must support and improve or reform local administrative 
structures to become more appropriate for the challenges of decentralization. In those reforms national 
administrators must consider the following factors: 1) the size of localities, of which there are many; 2) 
the balance between the political power and the administrative power of the center and the localities; 3) 
the influence of globalization upon local administration and preventing local administrations from 
succumbing to that influence; 4) preventing powerful people on the world level from creating divisions 
and strife in localities that will increase as time goes on; and 5) the differences between economic 
development and creating prosperous local economies.
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	Thai local administration has arisen out of neither ideological principles nor the impetus of 
agrarian society. Moreover, the political change from absolute monarchy to democracy (constitutional 
monarchy) in 1932 encouraged the Thai people to accept the government's service provisional roles without 
demanding decentralization and local governance. However, globalization and the central government's 
liberalization to the extent of ignoring democratic principles in some periods have stimulated the Thai people
 to call for democratic systems on both the national and local levels. Supporters of local administration urged
 various versions of the Thai Constitutions of 1997 and 2007 that were born from public participation to 
prescribe elections of local executives and council members and the transfer of the central government's 
tasks to those local administrative units with the aim of providing better services to the local people.
	The plans and processes of distributing power to local areas contributed to a corresponding act 
that provided for fixed-operating periods. Amendments on relevant governmental management followed as a
 result. The legal issuance actions were based upon the central government's push. However, the changes in 
government reversed the distribution of power back to the center once again and impeded the pace of the 
decentralization process. The achievement of the power distribution plan and de facto operations (that have 
not yet succeeded) have accordingly been, and remain, an important dilemma in Thai public administration.
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	Conflict has been a way of life for much of the population of Thailand's three southernmost 
provinces of Pattani, Yala, and Narathiwat. Numerous approaches to mitigate the violence and discord 
have been tried with little success. In a pilot project, The Asia Foundation is working with ten 
communities to build their capacity to create public space where people can come together for civil 
discussion and engage in more peaceful problem solving. Using deliberative dialogue, these ten 
communities are bringing people together, face-to-face, for collective learning and understanding that 
can be used to find areas where they can agree or identify common ground. Common ground is not 
about consensus or compromise, winning or losing. People find it because they discover shared interests
 or values. And this leads to action. This is particularly important where people have a strong emotional 
attachment to their beliefs. Through deliberative dialogue, people do not need to "give in" or lose. 
Rather, they find some areas of agreement so they can move forward together and still maintain their 
beliefs. This paper will present the design and development of this project, what has been learned so far,
 and the implications of this process for increasing local civic engagement.

























imm
Typewritten text
	This research aims at understanding intergenerational relationships through exploring the 
context of these relationships in Thai society and to propose that local administrative organizations 
promote intergenerational relations to protect the Thai social system. The study setting was randomized
 and conducted in four provinces in northeast Thailand: Khon Kaen, Udon Thani, Yasothorn, and 
Chaiyaphum. The study activities were divided into three stages: a qualitative study to explore 
intergenerational relations, a quantitative study to investigate attitudes toward the elderly, and a data 
synthesis study to propose strategies to promote intergenerational relations.
	Results of the qualitative study indicated the quality of intergeneration relationships 
regarding affection, reciprocal love, and lifelong love. The significant contributions of grandparents 
include family bonding, rich experiences, family identity transmission, social cohesion, and supporting 
grandchildren. Relationships, however, are dynamic and can change depending on life situations and 
crises. Finally, the study proposed that local administrative organizations develop local employment 
opportunities, encourage public volunteers, strengthen policies of self-reliance and self-help, and 
encourage family members to live together or close to one another.
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Abstract
	This article deals with the operations and factors conducive to the achievements of a community rice 
center enterprise in Tambon Don Pho Thong, Suphan Buri Province that is principally engaged in developing and 
distributing rice seedlings across the country. The study was conducted through group discussions with key 
informants concerned with the group’s operations. It followed the production process, product quality and standards, 
along with the factors leading to the enterprise's achievements.
	The results of the study showed that the main factors of achievement centered on the participation of all 
the members both in fund raising and administration, the group leader's strengths, in-group technology transfer, and a 
product development network. The group operations were significant in giving rise to added value derived from skills
 and tacit knowledge, which added value to the farm products. At the same time, the creation of the public mind 
among the group members led not only to individual participation in activities beneficial to the people at large, but 
also to participation in actual practice in which all members had the opportunity to voice their opinions and join in 
thinking and producing together. Finally, the community was one of generosity and love, in which people depended 
on and helped one another.
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	This article presents key factors behind the success of the Kaew Chao Chom community 
enterprise. The purpose is to enable people to learn and apply these factors in promoting 
community enterprises, which is an important task of local government.
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	Results of the study showed that the group achievements depended on several factors: l) product quality 
resulting from regular quality control; 2) systematic management with divisions of labor, each of which 
functions according to individual skills, including product development in physical appearance, form, and 
packaging; 3) marketing, since the majority of product markets are abroad, while the remainder are sold within
 the country in shops or tourist product exhibition centers and trade fairs; 4) the capability of group leaders in 
coordinating production, marketing, in-group cooperation, coordination with customers and personal 
relationships in approaching target groups, and the integrity of equal benefits; and 5) regular support from 
government agencies.
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	This article presents irregularities found in construction standards of control of a certain road under the 
responsibility of a subdistrict administrative organization in central Thailand. Also presented are solutions and 
estimates of economic damages through observing the construction process. Results of the study show that this 
project did not pass a civil society meeting but was pushed by a local politician who had made a prior agreement with
 a national politician. As a consequence, some specifications of the construction work were altered for a 
predetermined investor to win the bid without competitors, which caused the government economic damages of 
523,000 baht or 5.35 percent of the total construct costs.
	The most important way to prevent such irregularities is to employ the principles of good governance, i.e., 
transparency, informative data disclosure, and inspection in all steps of the construction. In addition, there should be 
opportunities for people to participate in monitoring and evaluating construction projects, so that they will meet the 
required standards, qualified outputs, and highest cost-effectiveness of the budget.

imm
Typewritten text
	

































 


