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This study employed a descriptive survey design to examine future-oriented career
thinking among 40 student leaders from the Faculty of Education, Kasetsart University
(2024-2025), selected via simple random sampling. Instruments included a future-
oriented career thinking scale and a semi-structured interview protocol. Data were
analyzed using mean, standard deviation, t-test, ANOVA, and content analysis. Findings
showed a very good overall level of future-oriented career thinking (mean=3.21). The
highest dimension was self-understanding through information analysis (mean=3.35),
followed by analyzing causal relationships and continuities (3.16), and goal-setting and
planning (3.14). Gender comparison revealed that male students scored significantly
higher overall, particularly in goal-setting and planning (p < .05). No significant
differences were found by academic year or leadership roles. Interviews indicated that
student leaders reflected self-awareness in skills, aptitudes, interests, and surrounding
opportunities. Their career decisions connected personal potential with labor market
demands. Their consideration of information showed the ability to relate to society and
careers. Career goal setting varied: some had clear plans, while others were exploring

through experience.
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