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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate psychological experience of scholarship awarded
undergraduate students. Key informants were 10 undergraduate students. They were
purposively selected based on the set criteria. Data were collected by the researcher through
an in-depth interview and then analyzed using a consensus qualitative research method.
Data analysis reveals five themes: (1) experiencing the adversities of living (i.e., surviving
limited resources, not surrendering to poverty, and feeling the pressure and the sense of

inferiority from poverty), (2) ambivalence in receiving the scholarship (i.e., feeling the sense
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of pride and appreciation for the scholarship award while experiencing a sense of insecurity),
(3) adaptation to the new environment (i.e., on-campus living, being surrounded by
materialistic social environment, and living alone in the new environment), (4) character
strengths and other protective factors (i.e., being determined, close relationships, and fostering
supportive resources), and (5) maintaining a sense of purpose in life (i.e., striving for enhancing
family well-being, creating own secure future, contributing to others). In sum, their

character strengths together with purpose in life plays a vital role in assisting the students

to get through challenges brought about by their poverty.
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