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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this research is to analyze semantic extension of verb “kan” with the
meanings of “READ”, “VISIT”, “TREAT”, “OBSERVED AND VERIFIED” and “THINK” ,
by using the four category theory of polysemy of Reimer (Riemer, 2006) [1]. For explain the
relationship between basic meaning and its extended meanings. The results show that seman-
tic extension of verb “kan” in Mandarin Chinese with the meanings of “READ”, “VISIT”,
“TREAT”, “OBSERVED AND VERIFIED” and “THINK” are activated by three processes;

metaphorical application to core meaning, effect metonymy and constituent metonymy.
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