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A NEW APPROACH TO THE QUANTITATIVE COLLOCATION AND MAPPING OF CHINESE
ANIMAL IDIOMS UNDER THE METAPHOR FRACTAL THEORY—— TEACHING SUGGESTIONS
IN SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
LUN XINYU
International College, Macau University of Science and Technology

Abstract

Chinese animal idioms contain six types of animal names, which are mammals, birds, virtual
animals, fish, insects, reptiles/amphibians. The collocation relationship includes similar
collocation and heterogeneous collocation. According to the fractal theory of metaphor, the
metaphorical process of animal idioms can be divided into the perceptual representation stage
and the fractal mapping stage. In the first stage, people perceive the appearance, habits and
other features of animals through vision and form different perceptual images. In the second stage,
the symbolic features of animals are used as the basic units to form the representational meanings
of idioms, and these representational meanings are used as the source domain to participate in
the mapping. The mapping process shows the essential properties of animal field and human
field in a certain feature, which are different manifestations of "fractal" from the same source. When
teaching such idioms, we should pay attention to the number and collocation, and focus on the
process of perception mapping and understanding metaphor.
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