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"yn" Pa:k (Mouth)
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Abstract

This study aims to explore the similarities and differences in conceptual metaphors
found in Chinese idioms containing the word *“[-” (Kou) and Thai idioms containing the
word “ihn” (Pa:k), using the Conceptual Metaphor Theory developed by Lakoff and
Johnson as the primary analytical framework. The analysis focuses on categorizing the
source and target domains of metaphors, examining the semantic types of idioms (positive,
negative, and descriptive), the behavioral aspects they reflect (talkativeness, insincerity,
verbal skill, consequences of speech, and lifestyle), and the cultural dimensions embedded
within them (politics and power, moral instruction, social relationships, and ways of
living).

The results reveal that idioms in both languages tend to represent “mouth” (“H”
(Kou) or “1hn”) as a metaphorical vehicle for verbal behavior. However, there are
distinctions in how meanings are constructed. Chinese idioms, often in the form of f%i&
(chéngy), typically originate from classical literature and employ imagery from nature,
weapons, or food, with an emphasis on the societal impact of speech. In contrast, Thai
idioms are semi-formal, structurally varied, and draw metaphorical images from everyday
life, animals, or plants, focusing more on individual behavior or close interpersonal
relationships.

Furthermore, idioms in both languages reflect key cultural values, such as the
importance of careful speech, moral responsibility in communication, and appropriateness
within social context. The findings contribute to a deeper understanding of conceptual
metaphor in language and offer practical implications for teaching Chinese and Thai as
foreign languages, especially in culturally rich and increasingly interconnected Sino—Thai
contexts.
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