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Abstract

The artic e a ms at study ng Buddhlst cultural integration, a process

to construct the Kingdom of Siam in the early Rattanakosln period. The

integration was deemed necessary for exerclsing power n ruling the

Kingdom's tributary states. lt began in the reign of Rama l, the frst kng

of the Chakri Dynasty, when the kng hlmself lnitiated the method through

Buddhism, whlch was the embodment of culture in the regon. Each

province had a different patterf of social integration depending on their

social context. Athough some provinces dld not accompllsh thelr goal in

hls reign, the attempt became a solid foundation 1o strengthen the roya

power afterwards.
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