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Abstract

The myth or tale of the origins oi the ethnic groups are the

narratives in which people recorded their memory and thought concerning

the world and humans, especially their own group, by oral transrnission. ln

collections of oral traditions collected from fie dwork in Sekong Provlnce,

Lao PDR in 1997-1999, there are five versions of four myths of origln told

by inforrnants of four ethnic groups:Tariang, Katu, Tarew and Dakkang.

These stories composed of three main traits and 3 motifs which are the

Flood, quests for fire, and the ancestors of each tribe. The four stories of

memores and thoughts deplctlng their origin and also way of living were

reflected through these tales.

Keywords : myths of origns, tribal peope, the Flood, quest for fire, flrst

ancestor coup e
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