lgRIuazAasAY - aguummqmﬁmuﬂ:mﬂﬁm
Religious and Political Views
of Journey to the West (Xiyouji)

and Investiture of Gods (Fengshenji)
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Abstract

Journey to the West (Xiyouj) and Investiture of Gods (Fengsheniji)
are the prominent Chinese literature pieces and had an influence in
the creation of many Thai literatures in the Rattanakosin period. Besides
being the fairy tales that provide amusement, both pieces of literature have
three interesting characteristics. Firstly, they are religious integrating
philosophy and teachings of Buddhism (Mahayana) and Taoism. Secondly,
both pieces of literature are religious tools to deal with other religious
or sects. Finally, both pieces of literature reflect the distinctions of
the Chinese society in the Ming dynasty era. Thus, Journey to the West
(Xiyouji) and Investiture of Gods (Fengsheniji) are valuable including historical
knowledge and theology, philosophy and religious teachings, and entertainment

from the stories filled with miracles.

Keywords : Chinese Literature, Jouney to the West, Investiture of Gods,

Religion, Politics
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Sun Hou-tzu, the Monkey Fairy, represents human nature, which

is prone to all evil. His unreasonable vagaries moved Hsian Chuang to

compel him to wear a Head-splitting Helmet which would contract

upon his head in moments of waywardness. The agonizing pressure

thus caused would bring him to his senses, irrespective of his distance

from his master. The iron wand of Sun Hou-tzu is said to represent

the use that can be made of doctrine. It was useful for all purposes,

great or small. By a word it could be made invisible, and by a word it

could become long enough to span the distance between Heaven and earth.

(Werner 1997 : 325-326)
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