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Abstract

This article studies the golden era of early Tokugawa Japan (1603-

1651 A.D.), iocusing on explain ng the process by which the Tokugawa

Shogunate under leadership of Tokugawa leyasu, Tokugawa Hidetada and

Tokugawa lemtsu consolidated thelr power over politlcs and governments.

One lmportant measure used by the three Shoguns to put the country

firmly under their controls was a political system known as Baku-Han which

was a combination of centralized and decentrallzed control. Within the system,

the Shogunate acted as a central government while reiegated local governments

b the Daimyo. Polltical controls oyet lhe Daimyo were achieved by using
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a hierarchical dMsion of Daimyo according to their relations with the Shogunate,

the proclamation of Buke Sho-hafto laws, and the use ol Sank,n Kotsi

systsm. ln deiling with the Empsror, the Tokugawa Shoguns subtly asserted

control by expressing loyalty and rospsct to the throne with th6 construction

oI new palace @lled Gy@n, while at the same time using Kuge Sho-hatto

laws that effectively interlered and deprived the Emperor and his court of

their power. The ability of these three Tokugawa Shoguns to successtully

manipulate and control both the Dsimyo and the Emperor became an

underlining fuctor ,or the political success of the TokugawE clan lvho continued

to govern Japan lor well over 250 years (1603-1868).
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