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Abstract

This research article aims to present an argument that for

the construction of a new body of knowledge on Petchaburi history,

the best approach is to study wrthin the context of 'autonomous history'.

Ths approach looks at Petchaburi as an rndependent politica entty that

can be used as a focal or a reference point of the study on its own.

The research findings suggest that Petchaburl within the context

of autonomous history had lts own historical deveopment, ils own Mandala

or circie of historical re atlonsh ps, and ts own dynamlc resuting from changrng

roles within each period of time The autonomous history approach confirms

the s gnlficant role of Petchaburi as the 'Gateway to Southeast Asia' since

Irorn its begnning up until the regn of KlnO Banra lll of Ratanakosin era,

Petchaburi functioned as a nodal point connecting mainland Southeast Asa

with the [,4alay Peninsula on the one hand and connect]ng traff c from

the South China Sea wth the Bay of Benga on the other. The importance

of Petchaburi's geography, log stics and economic assets shaped her varlous

roles political, mlitary, trade and cultural transmlssion. N,4ost importantiy,

Petchaburi became a pace of settlement for many migratory groups ol

people from various ethnic and religious backgrounds. This aspect of her

history best explains the plurality of present-day communities wthin Petchaburi

Province

Keywords : History of Petchaburi, the 'Autonomous History' Approach,

Petchaburi's N,{illtary and Trading Roles in the Past, Plural Communltv in

Petchabur
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