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Discourse of Thainess and Social Control

SN IDIFTIWNNNG*

Woratep Wongsuppakan

UNARED
T v o o o
uAfatysAnmnisldenuiaremmnssuanuiulne fivin
wiinfiadmsiuuazinlignisaauanludsenivg InafiAoiuwdn ©
szng Wun o) duseunisfafaenmnssnmnuitulnefifinTuszudng
ApuTandan1annilesrednaludol veew-weeew HanNELE
1 = 1 o W 2 o
ae9ls @) awnssuauiilulnedinasranisiufuaznisldanunaludsny
T a2 o 2 b4 ﬂ!l 1
Inwetinls s ldmumudeyasnimnesupaudulnedysng lugos
na2esANNTaudafana1n wARlHENTULLNSANINEN (Genealogy) LA
A8ATIZIMNIIN (Discourse Analysis) HNANHINNIARAITBINNNTTH

* anansdlszannimiTinysemians pnedalaiand uunaneduiedn, gadueansiy
yauwszauAaaanedlaimg wWiyAulans #lduenlenasuindelunsdisaiu
dnunielugalanamdeediduenla Fee “meakunmeiufludeesing” (The Construction
of Thai Mind) saziufitne A uusihidulsloniaeennisvheuisetul muis
uusatiuanalalunisinaunigininig %aﬁw‘lﬂém?ﬁwmLmzﬁﬂui%\iﬁ:ﬁ%ﬂtﬂu@ﬂqﬁa



MeansensaAans yviamensuAatng i co aluil o N.A-T.E. (wébe) olad

(discursive formation) ANYiAUzEes dia Wins (Michel Foucault) W@
nsAnsvinlingaugn mnm’mn’]u‘lvauﬁgna%’w%un‘rfﬂLﬂutﬂ?’mﬁﬂ
Tunsldsnnamedernresdiisnnaaninonaeatiy TutasnariiAnen
f‘:mwLﬁu‘l‘wﬂﬁﬁquﬁnmmg'ﬁ'ﬂqqmqé’nﬁnﬁsifaﬂmﬁ’unﬁm?ﬁ Tned
':ﬁwm“a‘umqﬁaﬂun’mﬁmﬁ'umaﬁuwu uenanfuamnssupaaiy
Tnefifunszuaunisairanisiufuszialdiianisrauan (procedures of
mastery) N NAIAN mﬂ'ﬁé’ﬂmqlugﬂLLuuﬁaquﬁsnﬂEUWUMﬂuu,ufaﬁmt."'}m
Tae1una (biopower) 1697 mnssupnstluine ldaFraenansnlliun
$19MENNAIAN (social body) warldsrualunun@aniadies biopolitic
HAun19aF1eAuillulng (normalization) viailunisnasasingld
Fasnunamuaniinsesdiiagnelénenases (govermentaliy)

ArdAty : Aniulng anssuuuudvBTuTATiaN MsAILANNIY
ALY

Abstract

This research aims to study the power of discourse of Thainess,
which creates perception and leads to control in Thai society. The study
addresses two main questions : 1) What are the steps in the formation of
the discourse of Thainess that emerged amidst the Thai political conflicts
during the years 2006-20167 2) What are the impacts of the discourse (of
Thainess) on people’s perception and the exercising of power in Thai
society? The data were collected from Thainess-related discourse rampant
during the time of political conflicts and studied using the genealogical

approach and discourse analysis to study discursive formation as conceived
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by Michael Foucault. The study reveals that Thainess has always been
created and used by those in power as a controlling tool. At the time this
study was conducted, Thainess had at its center loyalty to the monarchy
and was enriched by other harmonious political discourses. The study also
found that the Thainess discourse is a procedure of creating perception
evolving into social mastery. This is exercise of power can be explained in
terms of the biopower of Thainess discourse that has created identity to a
social body exercising biopolitical power through normalization, also known
as governmentality in which biopower is used to exercise control over

people’s lives.
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