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Abstract

This research aims to study the viewpoints of Thai students

majoring in Japanese on "Mangetsu" and how they understand this work.

By focusing on different culturaL perspectives, this research came to the

conclusion that only 25 percent of students assessed themselves that they

could understand the story. Difficult issues for them are the usage of a legorical

mages such as the full moon, and food. Apart from that they were interested

in gender matter. By analyzing different cultural perspectives, the meaning of

"full moon" used by Banana and the meaning that the students understood

are not compatible. lvloreover, the way that food is descrlbed and used in

a meaningful way is rarely found in Thal novels. Thus, Thai students are not

familiar with this kind of novel and sometimes 1 is hard {or them to fully

understand the text. One more thing thal is interesting for them s the topic

of gender. ln this story, transwomen characters play important roles whch

dif{er from the third gender roles in Thai soc ety, which are mostly conical

However, this research revealed that students are not able to understand

the authoas message because of the limited language proficiency and life

experience in Japan therefore, knowing the Japanese way of thrnking and

culture is important.

Keywords '. Mangetsu, Full l\,4oon, Food, Gender
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