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Agreement between Viet Minh and France
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Abstract

Within the political conflict in Vietnam betweon Viet lvlinh and

France from mid-1945 to the beginning of the First lndochina War at the

end o{ 1946, apart lrom the two main protagonists. the Chinese Nationalist

Government became an imponant variable in diffusing the conflict. Political

struggle betwesn the Chinese Nationalist Government and the Chinese

Communist Party after the end of World War ll created a major concern for

the Chinese Nationalist Government least French determination to restore

her colonial power in lndochina would cause chaos in Vietnam, the territory

which the Chinese always regarded as a'rearguard- of the country. Any

trouble in Vietnam would lessen the effectiveness oI the way in which the

Chinese Nationalist Government handled its own problems. For these reasons,

the Chinese Nationalist Government assumed an imponant role by pressuring

both protagonists, but especially France, to reach a peaceful agreement.
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otherwise, it would co-operate with Viet Minh to counter any attempt of

the French in restoring her colonial status quo. The Chinese Nationalist

Government's intervention led to the signing o, the 6h lvlarch 1946 Agreement

between Viet lv'linh and France that helped lessen the tension as well as

delayed, albeit brielly, the coming of the First lndochina War.

Keywords : Chinese Nationalist Government, lvlarch 6'h 1946 Agreement,

Relationship betlveen Viet t,4inh and France 1945-1946
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rvdr{ilrfi aofi urirfilr,ir6uqvvrurur!6nnro.r risouudnnflirduluo6or'rrudnur
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ro.i Srantey Karnow rSor Vletnam : A tlistory ldtauoacrr6o,irnrrfr r6sofiuf

Eusornruu}ido mn n.c4'ufi s iurnr a. a. 
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n ruvtr6oa nl:l nuacrr ifi utorlaifi ur,ioionrrrJfr rjinrrfi ntornorr'n6un ruvtrfr

Ytel

"...You fools ! Don't you realize what it means if the Chinese

remain ? Don't you remembe( you( history ? The last time the Chinese

came, they stayed a thousand years. The French are foreigners. They

arc weak. Colonialism is dying. The white man is finished in Asia. But

if the Chinese stay now, they will never go. As for me, I prefer to sniff

French shit for five years than eat Chinese shit for the rest of my

/ife..." (Karnow 1983 : '167)

oeirrlrfi sru r.arnfi smrur ryrfiufiirrnfr nairrrlrsdr.:rornrorqyrfiu.ir

n r anro qjaor n orfiu *n rq u n n r n o {n n r:.r fun {'lu uuqua-.il o.r s'un ru:rr o-dfi Eio

rlenurufuflu evlfl tflunrroio(rfi oronarraorigrroEuofi ur.{otjrurn risofi uri
i,d

a r ur: n'L,ivirfr oio 6ru i,:raatsr6unruytrfrrilurloul:rdrA'rulunmrqacrrfioiuird!

i{iao'lfieorJfirior*uotosmu urnr.li.:uanlriso]ri!*ayrfi-nn.inru{u 6unruyrrfr

frcylrufiofiLnuriofrrit.lr..lirrn6 nrrfi n-u o iur-iaoldr{o orn ar fi'r e.lir raariuorq
,-.,

LtJ latJ111nn,tlN0to.101t tuiJt.1sfl6n! L6cuo0n tL urlr!Lnltu'tilr.llFl6llaycu
. - a ^v .t i, . )

fitu:110llJ''tAt1.ronolu1sn1unulvlo Luou!ttn6{vno{fl''rr.ra:noLt: LL{ut.i'tnM60

o'.niu 'lunmrsrqrartldrflrvu,ir{s't-rnru;rrF flrr r a ri o o fiurinir alir ra a
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fl 116.!vrrrlrrq!laolmrrn!r lruBudill{ndrlllnrrldiou rli.:rRnuiu'irurn

lrirauiriorauori'.rnrim unzfiuuiuqzdurnfr uiorvirtavlo.rfiq:nhti:lvvrsri!6u

nruvmfr uoirrn 16ononrdnrJfrrifintno.: r5o61rifi r{orvrFr unvroiu.rrfifl{vlofict
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rFuvnrndrtJtilnllki.iou uiolrirudovrrrdondulo frrafr 4n dirrnn6laorir
-;florduo10.:LltAtJul, tute{?.161.91t0.1eufl & Nuln

rvr.r,i r.: fr fi'.: o oi rlrflurio rr ua v 16u oa o ri'r an io N ri'r {n rsrittJ [onalrnl,
, - ) ,: \,-

n{u1tJlonnn.i t'n'rflflro.i'iutr b Llnrr A.n. oGd6b non[r0fl0{'.]tlLFl6 LoLul.tYl1.:

fir r"fiervirtayior rfiokififiounfiuud'n.ir osoi nrerqrcr rfluodrrta norfi'ndunruv
. ':flr66.:rilnsrnlqx.Jfino{r?oe'li.imn n r a1s rr fr 6'i n rir cdrlfiu ram r.,lir raa rdaiinunv

rrn16rr,larsurs no.: 16o rlf.: ma nolrlfrdranrravorBr uu'ri o.i riuun vfi r rlr tn

rirnlErFld'.ine:nulo16unruvtrfi rfl ur.rneir r5q nrar.lvvrvrir riutlcufi .!dr{r6u!io

ta6fi u' ravinuutrtrtofinsurr'[uronaratoornnilnu'urfl v{n{1e t6':M{ dl}.J
i- 2 4v

fi6nrro{urudru nrr:lvuvfr rfro rvirlar4o{6rfl Fas no.:rindi{raaunro'1u!n'o

rirrinuavrn6ouvrnrjln?.rdnNaruofl1ufiufi (Tonnesson 2010 ; 59-61 )
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arrra'rn''rpror{onna.r{ufi u fiurnl n.n. o6cdb 60 i.rrnnsorir
nrmenrigrJerrr6rJlortL riaouru rflu -536arr' (Free State) io:rulcnraLlnnao.l
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(lndochinese Federatron) iroq]nrtLlfinrrq rrato.: "dunrr irM6" (French Union)
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