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Research Article

The “"Suea Saming” Belief in Contemporary
Thai Literature: A Case Study of Tri Apirum’s Novels®

Chananchida Boonhor*

Abstract

This article aims to study the Suea Saming (weretiger) belief in Thai society and its portrayal
in two novels, Phut Payak (1983) and Sai Phan Payak (2008), by Tri Apirum, a well-known writer of
supernatural-fantasy fiction. This study shows a variety of Suea Saming beliefs in Thai society which
can be divided into three categories:1) Suea Saming is a tiger that can assume the shape of a human
because it is possessed by a human spirit; 2) Suea Saming is a human who, through association with
magic and sorcery, can assume the shape of a tiger; and 3) Suea Saming is an old tiger or old person
whose body changes shape by natural cause. Tri Apirum combined the beliefs in Suea Saming with
his own imagination to create the novel’s main plots, characters and settings. Tri Apirum's novels are
not just imaginary novels that infuse Suea Saming belief to create excitement and nostalgia, but
elements in the novels also correlate with the original Suea Saming belief in society, mysterious
fantasies or romantic love, to make the stories more appealing to the readership. They further cultivate

Buddhist ideas and ideas of cooperation in solving problems between urban and rural people.

Keywords: Suea Saming (weretiger), Contemporary literature, Supernatural-fantasy fiction,

Tri Apirum (Thep Chumsai Na Ayutthaya).

*This article is a modified version of the work presented for the Seminar on Folklore and Thai Literature course in the 2018
Academic Year (411730-61) Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University. The researcher is most grateful for the
most valuable recommendations from Asst. Prof. Weerawat Intaraporn, Ph.D. and Assoc. Prof. Ubol Tedtong, Ph.D.
recommendations in the writing of the report.

“A doctoral candidate in the Doctor of Philosophy (Thai) program, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University.
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