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Abstract

The purpose of this article aims to investigate the existence of

Chineseness in Thai society, focusing on the transmission patterns and

how Chineseness is being translerred to the young Chinese generation

born in Thailand, which include the Uansrer oI knowledge and understanding o,

the meaning of imponant Chinese Jestivals and traditions and the analysis
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of the Thai Chinese in Thai Societal Context. The data used in this study

were collected by distributing questionnaires to 282 secondary students in

Samut Songkhram and an in-depth interview with 30 Chinese people. The

findings are thal a majority of the research participants still have their

beliefs and faith in gods and sacred or holy items. N4ost of them still pay

respect to their gods on Chinese Sabbath Days as well as to their ancestors

(Qing ming). The festivals engaged by every family are the Chinese New

Year and Chinese Autumn festival. Others differ from famlly to family.

l\.4ost of the palricipants have knowledge and understanding of the meanlng of

the Chinese New Year, Chinese Autumn Festival, Vegetarian Festival and

God's Thanksgiving Day. The transmisslon patterns of Chinese festivais and

traditions are either direct or indirect. The problems oi the transmission

occurred because of informal, non-systematic, unclear, and incomplete

communicative processes. The factors supporting the success of the

transmrssion of Chineseness are accurate information given by the old to

the young generation, a retinlng process in a jamily, encouragement of the

sense of Chineseness to the young generation, the importance of the

transmission of Ch neseness to preserve Chinese identity.

Keywords : Transmission oI Chineseness, Descendants, Religious Symbols,

Thai Society
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