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Abstract
The objectives of this research is to analyze and compare the

characteristics of Fengshun Hakka tones produced by the Hakka—Regional
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Thai bilingual speakers : Central Thai dialect (Kanchanaburi), Northern Thai
dialect (Chiangrai), Northeastern Thai dialect (Khonkaen), and Southern Thai
dialect (Suratthani). The data was collected from 12 informants : three
informants for each Fengshun Hakka variety. The wordlist consisted of 30
testwords, i.e. five test words for each 6 tones. Each of the informants had
to pronounce each test word five times; however, only three of them were
selected for analyzing the fundamental frequencies in Hertz with PRAAT,
version 5.3.16, and then converted to semitone. The total number of the
test taken to be measured and acoustically analyzed was 1,080. The data on
tones in the four Thai dialects was also collected from four speakers to find
whether the regional Thai tones influenced the Fengshun Hakka tones or
not. With the concept of Gedney’s tonebox (1972), a wordlist comprising
20 test words was devised for a comparison between the phonetic
characteristics of Fengshun Hakka tones and the regional Thai tones.

The results indicated that every Fengshun Hakka variety had six
tones : four tones in smooth syllables and two tones in dead syllables. The
tones which have the same phonetic characteristics were the high—falling
tone and the mid-falling tone in smooth syllables and the mid—-downward—
gliding tone in dead syllables. However, the pitch height between 0% -
40% of the mid-rising tone in the Fengshun Hakka variety in Khonkaen and
low—falling-rising tone in the other varieties are similar to the pitch height
of the lowest semitone between 0% - 40% in regional Thai dialects.
The rest of the tones looked quite different, so may not be affected by

regional Thai dialects.

Keywords : tone, Fengshun Hakka dialect, regional Thai dialect, bilingual

speakers
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