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Abstract

The term “Humanities” has wide and equivocal meanings. It may
imply a systematic discipline demonstrated in various subject matters or a
way of thought. This article aims to study “Humanities™ in terms of a way
of thought than subject matters. The humanistic way of thought has
“feeling™ as its ground in opening a dimension for knowledge linked to
reality, having “value” as its content of study, and having “humanity” as its
ideal end. Given this ideal end, this article tries to explore the humanistic
framework within which the concept of humanity is developed and understood
in comparison to that of anthropological framework. The strong points of
humanistic way of thought are round circumspection and freely rational
critique. The weak points are framelessness which easily leads to subjective
evaluation. The value derived from such evaluation may sound less reliable
than facts discovered by scientific way of thought. Nevertheless, the power

of humanistic way of thought can promote human autonomy because through it
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one will always learn how to make rational critiques and cultivate ethical

conducts through self-criticism.

Keywords : Humanities, value, education, Anthropology
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