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Abstract

This article aims to analyze 'l) the linguistic components of prayers

addressed to Tai Sui God 2) prayers ol people in three different generations

3) the values reflected in their prayers and 4) human needs and securiry.

The data lor the research were collected from prayer slips addressed to

Tai Sui God at Mettathamphothiyan Temple in Kanchanaburi Province in

2014. The data are divided into 3 groups based on the ages of the

addressers : 1) 65-80 years old, 2) 40-45 years old, and 3) 15-30 years

old. There are 50 males and 50 females in each group. The total number

o, the addressers is 300 and there are altogether 1,579 prayers. The results

indicate that the lingulstic components used in the prayers addressed to

Tai Sui God can be divided into 6 components : l) markers ot prayers,

2) prayers, 3) intensiliers,4) goals,5) expectations and 6) endings. There

are 11 values reflected in the prayers r1i strong health,2) wealth,

3) career, 4) happiness, 5) family, 6) lortune, 7) fulfillment, 8) marriage,

9) good opportunity, '1 0) education and 1'l) others. Different age groups

place different degrees of emphasis on each value. ln addition, prayers

addressed to Tar Sur God explicrtly illustrate 9 types of human values:

1) health and beauty;2) material and financial valuesi 3) secure, easy, and

highly-paid job; 4) perfect famlly; 5) last and easy moneyj 6) respect,

power, title, and position; 7) admission to a renowned public university;

8) faithful relationship and 9) Buddhism. With regard to human needs,

prayers addressed to Tai Sui God also reveals 7 types of human security

which correspond to the UN's basic principles of security : 'l) health,

2) job and income, 3) security in life and property, 4) education, 5) family,

6) residence and environment and 7) society and culture.

Keywords: Prayers, Tai Sui God, Values, Needs, Human Security
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