AINNSTNYNLRANRRDINITAAUNTTNUDY
WENEA unaEes gnmsnuniulszinmans
NFANTFAINANNTAINOH A.A. oxec—looa*

A Review of the British Welfare History, 1948-2013,
after the Cheerful Gatherings Celebrating
Margaret Thatcher’s Death

TIATH FHIMUS**

Chakrit Choomwattana

unAnta

T ST G =i

fgadaAnsdainguaniiaulesiarulanain v dugeas lae
fuuamamanauiidsng lusesureageflaidun wWeiad (Sir

5 Hay o ol o : o u -
William Beveridge) Tasjandsnazadnmndaireludinn & tsznis &
IJV o = - ar ar

minfgdnlinailamnan A mefunisineneuIaWIANNeEsT
TeyafALFNTAUGININUINTIR A.A. eeed WBNAINNTT IWAVBLs:Tam]
wiyaaasnliiewih Wute Wuwie wesinBanainnisine i3

+ unpoailunanisdnsainiasinisidedes “srupigadadAnisdengy o dunagnis
Aeuaane?” AlAFUNMsaTUAYUN IR unIA NI ANEFuATueTunsiTin diloudslad
Y8TRLANNT 04 T

** saemams1Anst] A UssdneindseiRanand ancdeuanan iwinenduriueiunsilom



213A7ENBIAERT NuIaneaEAaLng N a& (eeeb) 8N o &€&

ﬂ’ﬁﬂmrﬂqumﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬂfjﬂﬁﬂ NSANH NN mﬂgmgum
uazhu 7 #on widledngnane owdo G5 QR LRLS L RLE
mmnL‘I’J‘Imﬁﬂuﬁ'm.ls:mﬂqfﬁﬂﬁuﬁqawmsgm’nmmnﬂmuﬁ'wﬁq’m
HAAMNITUNITHAR AUIUGINUGITN o A1UAU Uszaruiusiann
AnAngEnzafindulan m%aﬂ‘éﬂ?:'l:mﬁmmzuué'gm’aﬁmsﬁmné’fu
vananaziinsdidennlunsiiurdeseaiadinising q uda ndunane
Wudmaidisssuaulidesfoelatiumsiuadainisaniy livawanne
MWW Fgunanninie LL“?]ﬂl‘ﬁﬂﬁ{gﬂ‘éuﬂ’“ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁfﬂﬁﬂ’l?m%\uﬁlﬂ
anA1ldanresiguasifelfuiaunveslszaauliisRiasgteag
fraifu 'mf:é"qnqierf-fqmu‘laiﬁfaaﬁqﬁm'mwNf-fﬂﬁ’mmé’wtﬁsmn’u
wanFguusigil

atwlafin furigunanusie | wlidiannesreyinuiiey wie
NezAus AnARulaueaalssinuduadainie afeananis
qelaldiaurine uasaduayulilssmaununasssiudounuiani
deHUslemiinamnen Eute inSans wiededin nanlddn e
dngnenan wooo qULLABININRAATERNNs WuATaSn s F Aoty
anifedndaselilaremenssy oweo Foumgiaanaliitiunumie
rauRYaANInigadaanshiniedn witavguduulsmiuaniunisn
dielafisgunailsznminasnislfadannisnseting. ausrualsivdesd
Futlsrlamiag A iudnAu Lmzﬂﬁm%mnmunmmﬂummmqﬂ
U AT uNIABUABUTRY AR, booe HulsvmATidedin
udnathandnfn unmsesfduduiiansvesdgoy sl v
g1alandelddudnanisguyuidnininassanisadynssuseuse lunay
WHEEHU AA. moam

AdIATY : Fgataanisdangy Aalen wweind inde uwnamed
NTUIN TN IWUTR



&o 1A Ui

Abstract

The Bmtsh welfare state was mainly established after the end of

WW.II. Its prmc;p%es were based on a report written by Sir William Beveridge
who intended to deal with five social evils. A new feature that the state
provided was free medical care for all, which was carried out according to
the National Health Service Act of 1946. Aﬁért from rendering welfare
benefits during unemployment, sickness, widowhood and retirement, the
government also granted benefits in housing, education, child raising, etc.

From the beginning of the 1970s the Brmsh economy was weaker
when compared with other European countries, which was mainly due to
her outmoded industries. The number of unemployed people reached one
million. During this decade, a world oil crises took place, and the number
of welfare benefits claimants %nbfeased. Apart from fraudulent cases, quite -
a large number of people were satisfied with being on the dole. Therefore,
the Thatcher government began to privatise industries and curtail welfare
benefits to decrease public spending and encourage people to _depend less
dn the state. Thus, many people did not have good memories. of her.

Nevertheless, succeeding prime ministers, whether from the
Conservative or the Labour Party, intended to cut certain benefits, encourage
‘the unemployed to work, and pérsuade the public to have additional personal
insurance in case of unemployment, sickness, retirement or death. It can
be concluded that the welfare state of the 2010s is different from that
‘which began at the end of the 1940s because its definition and bounderies
have never been fixed, but vaned according to the circumstances. Whenever
the government cuts or curtails some benefits, a certain number of people
protest, and this can lead to violent riots like the ones that took place in
London in 2011.
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Due to her we!fafe pohc:Ies the lmage of Margaret ‘Thatcher, a
former ane Minister, is still vivid in the minds of peopla who lost benefits.
As a consequence, news of celebrations over her death was made known
to the wqrtg in April 2013

Keywords : British Welfare State, Margaret Thatcher, William Beveridge,
National Health Service (NHS)
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My first visit to the workhouse was a memorable one. Going

down the narrow lane, ringing the bell, waiting while an official which

with a not too pleasant face looked through a grating to see who was

there, and hearing his unpleasant voice — of course, he did not know

me - made it easy for me to understand why the poor dreaded and

hated these places, and made me in a flash realize how all these

prisoner bastille sort of surroundings were organized for the purpose
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of making self-respecting, decent people endure any suffering rather
than enter.

It was not necessary to write up the words ‘abandon hope all
ye who enter here.” Officials, receiving ward, hard forms, whitewashed
walls, keys dangling at the waist of those who spoke to you, huge
books for name, history, etc., searching, and then being stripped and
bathed in a communal tub, and the final crowning indignity of being
dressed in clothes which had been worn by lots of other people,
hideous to look at, ill-fitting and coarse — everything possible was
done to inflict mental and moral obligation.

The place was clean: brass knobs and floors were polished, but

of goodwill, kindliness, there was none.*

ursg AL UEIA N INA NN UNERLL TN (www2.rgu.ac.uk)

* George Lansbury. My Life. cited in Paul Thompson. The Edwardians. 1975 : 3.
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Insurance and sssistance to help in all the changes
and chances of life, a free national health service for
ali-dhese are the grest landmarks in British socisl
progress which we have reached this month.

Whvﬁm!wﬂnm’ We must pay for them ourselves Imo

entirely out of taxes. Taxation pays completely for nations! assistance snd
Famity aliowances.

How will we pay for them? We mun pay for them owt of
production. The cith benefits drawn by the unempioyed. the il and injured,
and the old, are their claims on 3 part of the nation’s peoduction, even though
they cannct add 1o that grodustion themselves, When we put resources isto
the bealth service—doctors and nursed, bricks and mortar and power—
it means we can'l use them 1o increase sutput of goods

So if we are 10 bave these new benefits and all the goods we want, too—
well, then we've g0t 10 make more goods. And we ought to find that the
freodom from anwiety that insurance will give and the better health resulting
from the heslth service will help 93 to answer she call for

MORE AND MORE PRODUCTION

How the two schemes work

Nations! Hesith Service i Natiosal lasmwmact Scheme
Provides. wi forms of modic] wvis | Provides cash beseis during sictrdes,
widowheod

I aveilsblr w0 meerybody, whether |

T e Tk e o . These benclies wre & nmﬁa-.n
o consritanuny end then fains.

| Comibusonn s computery for mon
:w-m-;’n-hhx-lld‘ | poopi, wet i

o frut Jaky 3 om,

70 have 5ex ot chosen youe docasr, | 1 pon ¢ youe emghoyer o pou) vt
4 % now; g an application form, | 201 301 & Gard et 4pply by Hiling
Hshd-ﬁ&ﬁm e form C.F§ sweilnbie o2 ofl Post
from Pow Ofier or Public Litrary. ey

lssued by Bis Majeity's Govermmen

ﬁgu’;mmﬁrﬁ“ﬁﬂs:mﬁé’uﬁﬁﬂ”@
lutlszdRmansean s
(Paul Johnson 1995 : 485)
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.. it was in freedom, not in reliance upon the State, that Britain
achieved greatness. |t was the acceptance of personal responsibility,
not dependence upon the central government, that made this small

island so dominant in the world. (Arnstein 1992 : 405-406)



1178179 =9ANARAT NvAneaLAaLNg IF ae (wees) RULT 0 @&

Lﬂfal,wrnm"%uﬁﬂwﬁwLmuqﬁwﬁﬁgmah FLA. oeteled 1L S9N AR
fdoyniAsegiagudratmin waznalnnsuAndradade feutudszme
aisﬂéuiﬁdﬂu@mmwnﬁm?\mmuﬁu e uaznisnes¥e Auuginenuie o
Frupu uasfinduGes 7 AUt o Auanluadanisiiuistedse wanain
Lmrﬂzﬂﬂﬂf%ﬁuﬁnLﬂqluuﬁqﬁfaﬁm%wi:i’ﬁdWLﬁmﬂi"h@jmﬁQﬁH owao BINNH
naneifhimaleieylaliuda faitwiliRafaq /s Britain Dying? Trnamsanseilavae
WATNTIA (Isaac Kramnick) WULTTUN BN TRNHRANNIMAINTANNUIITINIT U ALA.
eealo u@nmﬂf':%'gm@ﬁl,l,é’q 7 NINUTIANAEANTHLINUNARUTULINNIAAER
LidnFgunanssreyinedaniBenssausny wadfn Enesfitaiudesaneanty
fign wnnestiauiuduiafuinidmnauieddnimumesion Fdusguna
rpiseaziiuiarduainauduilaianiesyana nslizasigwindudunns
drlunnunevianseLd3atinrelssaay funnstatulaniafiazyinau
uniszarauilaniguandnnuanungm ﬂ“@:ﬁﬂﬁ%’g"lﬁwamﬁmmn%u unsLaas
i udnaiuuannianszareanuTeR ui el ssa ruminfon Ausdenasld
Wt S unBite s e uns Wiatainng iethnaesiuss
A49ABAY (Abraham Lincoln) @ﬁmﬂa‘zmm%uﬁ'ﬂﬁg@m?mmnﬂ'wch n1sn i
AusEAuad g AL Wl (Amstein 1992 ¢ 418) wananndl ised
LnRawiaumeRuass mefadaelsrnilutasnsindngdendily A,
ORES fi'}Wﬁﬂ@u?"nwﬁww%"au%fuﬁuvlﬁ'i,ﬁmnmum@nmmuﬁﬂuiumﬂm‘%u
mmvmmmmeumgmmmmumLW@‘meﬂﬂu"l,mﬂnmm 7] 14 (Amnstein 1992 :
361) Y AafDIANINEMENLNE AdtRereRuaAszTNANY Wwines
LaRALE AUl us T sz e ilein

Welfare benefits, distributed with little or no consideration of

their effects on behaviour, encouraged illegitimacy, facilitated the

breakdown of families, and replaced incentives favoring work and self—

reliance with perverse encouragement for idleness and cheating. The

* giisidnfeafuanunisnfiesdangelunansse ecao T Bedarida 1994 : 298-302.
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final illusion — that state intervention would promote social harmony
and solidarity, or, in Tory language, ‘One Nation’ — collapsed in the
‘winter of discontent’ when the dead went unburied, critically ill patients
were turned away from hospitals by pickets, and the prevailing social
mood was one of snarling envy and motiveless hostility. To cure the
British disease with socialism was like trying to cure leukemia with

leeches. (Thatcher 1993 : 8)
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(Brown 1995 : 7)
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. individuals should be expected to take more responsibility for
their own welfare and to take an active part in their local community.
In terms of the former, New Labour lays great stress on the need to
match rights with responsibilities. Citizens are to be encouraged to
adopt a more ‘reciprocal” mindset in which state support is seen less
as an unconditional right, but more like a ‘gift’ exchange.
...0ur vision is clear: a country more equal in its opportunities,
more secure in its communities, more confident in the future. It is our
social contract: we help you, you help yourself; you benefit and the
country benefits. (Page 2007 : 109-110)
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The World in the 217 century offers amazing opportunities for

individuals to exercise freedom and to improve life for themselves,

their families and their communities...

It is not acceptable that nearly five million of our fellow

citizens are languishing on out of work benefits. Mass welfare

dependency is a waste of the country’s human resources

and a huge drain on the taxpayer — benefits cost the country

over 100 billion a year, by far the biggest item in public

spending....

..We need a through overhaul of the way that benefits
are administered. Our plans for welfare reform will help those who
want to work into sustained employment, and cut benefits for those

who refuse to work. (www.conservatives.com/—/media/files.. /welfare
policy paper. ashx?dl=true : 1-2)
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