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First—Person Pronominal Reference

in German and Thai
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Abstract

This article is a contrastive study on first—person pronominal
reference in German and Thai reflected in the translation process. Based
on bidirectional parallel corpora consisting of 12 German and 12 Thai short
stories and their translation into the other language, the analysis aims to
compare the differences in the pronominal systems of these two languages
concentrating on the pronominal reference of the first person. While there
is a limited number of ich (I} forms in German, (e.g. mich in accusative,
mir in dative) the variation in the use of personal pronouns is much larger
in the Thai language. There are different types of Thai equivalents to the
German first-person pronoun, (e.g. different forms of first person pronouns),
kinship terms, role designation words, zero pronouns, etc. In the corpora
analyzed, 16 different forms of Thai equivalents to the German first person
pronouns are found. This corpus—based analysis enable translators to be

more accurate when translating first—person pronominal references.

Keywords : First—Person, Pronominal Reference, German, Thai, Translation
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Neues vom Norbert [HK]

Helmut Krauser / 4R ATdun

bé&om/ btke

Zugfahrt [JF]

Julia Franck / 919AN AT uund

bica /0Ete

Erleuchtung durch FuRlball [RR]

Ralf Rothmann / ugus 1qoin

bkaca/ nkie

Gestalten [MB]

Marcel Beyer / 814001 13150f
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Die Freundin meines Freundes [NE]

Nadja Einzmann / gnita ndias

b¥ex/ b&kie
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Abschied von Berlin [AG)
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