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Feminism and Sexist Language
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Abstract

Sexist language is one of the language usage problems that
interested feminist philosophers. It reflects the attitudes of gender inequality
and the low status of women in society. The article surveys the varieties
of characteristic in language that lacks gender neutrality. It also proposes
the arguments of those who deny the gender inequality in language. In the
conclusion, the language usage does relate to gender equality and status
of women in society. The articles suggests solving the gender discrimination
by reforming the language usage, change the terms or Proposition in daily

usage, and change the attitudes of gender equality in deeper level.

Keywords : Feminism, Philosophy of Language, Women’s Rights, Sexist

Language
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1. All Men are mortal.

2. Socrates is a man.

3. Therefore, Socrates is mortal.
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1. All Men are mortal.

2. Sophia is @ man.

3. Therefore, Sophia is mortal.
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- He drank the wine.

— A man went into a bar.

— When a student comes into a room, he should pick up a handout.

- Man is a primate. (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 2012)*
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- When a reporter covers a controversial story, he has a responsibility to
present both sides of the issue.

- Each student should bring his notebook to class every day.

- If @ customer has a complaint, send him to the service desk.

- The handicapped child may be able to feed himself. (The University of the

Philippines Open University 2012)*
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- When reporters cover controversial stories, they have a responsibility...
- All students should bring their notebooks to class every day.
- Customers with complaint should be sent to the service desk.
- Handicapped children may be able to feed themselves. (The University of

the Philippines Open University 2012)

fanunenenufiaziAnuulasendwsing 7 714 Werilafineunumaes
wataduusning iy InenduulinnudrAyiuanuwinieunane vial
utiaugnaasuansnelaeddedneBeand saudamsvanias il maming
AN TULIINIUNA TmawmmuLﬂﬁﬁuttﬂﬂqﬁwﬁww’ﬁiﬂﬂﬁﬂmw;mmmamﬂ
AARY FINDENNLTU

Man u Human

Man and wife Wy husband and wife

Connors and Miss lu Mr. Connors and Miss Navratilova
Old maid i Spinster

viramqatneA lunis ne |y



M98178NHIAART NINENaEAaLNT TN e& L & N.A-B.A. (nééb) aaed

gl sweiiel du @il swdld
WNLFNTIR, BTN . @wrhfisngs
UNEUNNE, Unneinee du  uwnel

dndfsgynanddonwiudinisujlnmmasdudouniai ausog i
nIzuauNIINTHARTI e ALAR LAz AN T e Tudeanuuusadulvg IWaaasls
=4 i 9 4%' o = %3 2% é’ -3 = Aﬂl
viaatitamndsAn FuiuuRa NN lianay. AazdiuansaEes

v o= o y o o
AITHIANDNIANIINAR NN WAz winengaazinlugmsla sl asluFes
T " . o .
auaanegawansidnm 1 wilumendutuminiediGeanmwiduiies
Baadntiasiifiauddysamnuananianiama uazldasnatuniamne
ralifadadneFasannuandu AarliamnrnBusuuitlyuEawmauanania
namAldiag mubiumnisedsuluaie WiAan sl funlfuwinusiviag
diaawmdeinisldnnm iy nsudlavirussludedian amegia nsdles Aaun
uazdmuston aududaudAgfiseanszinaugniulunisuiiiuiatiededu
uanwiiaannisulasuwlasluszaunislinim



Q&0 FNW VENATINAT
UFTUIYNTH

Cameron, Deborah. 1985. Feminism and Linguistic Theory. New York : St. Martin’s
Press.

Eizenstien, Zillah R.. 1981. The radical Future of Liberal Feminist. New York : Longman.

Gay, William C.. The Reality of Linguistic Violence Against Women. in Gender Violence :
Interdisciplinary Perspectives, 467-473. Laura O’Toole and Jessica Schiffman,
ed. New York : New York University Press, 1997.

Mercier, Adle G.. A Perverse Case of the Contingent A Priori : On the Logic of
Emasculating Language (A Reply to Dawkins and Dummett)”. in Philosophical
Topics 23 (2), 221-259. Sally Haslanger, ed., 1995.

Moulton, Janice. The Myth of the Neutral “Man”. in Feminism and Philosophy. 124-
37. M. Vetterling—Braggin, F. Elliston and J. English, ed. Littlefield : Adams
and Co., 1977.

Online Etymology Dictionary, Woman, [online], available on http://www.etymonline.
com/index.php?term=woman, 12 September 2012.

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Feminist Philosophy of Language, [onling],
available on http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/feminism—language/, 13 September
2012.

The University of the Philippines Open University, Sexism in language, [online],
available on http://www.upou.edu.ph/gender/gender_fair.htm, 19 September
2012.

B



