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Miss Havisham :

Dickens’s Enchanting ‘Devil in the House’

LR RELTHITE
Sani Chartudomde;j

unAnga
uvammﬁﬁnmuﬁqmﬁanxnmtﬁq-ﬁ'ﬂﬁqﬁqam’ﬁ‘mad Aninud
wna1ety Wl unenaiutianuafisnuBes Grest Expectations
Tnmg‘-:aﬁﬂﬂﬂ‘:'ﬂ'iun'mﬂdnﬂa'?'uﬁoazmﬁqndwﬁ’u Aninudléu/ao
wuaannnIsanEnenmlazAsA N uuuglug anAR TR IANY A
AnmeBufineeiagin Ao luguznssuenimfiauysafioy y
uaifndazameiianadudeuuaziunumainuas e
mam?mwLnﬁﬁmﬂmmuaﬂumuﬁhnumﬁﬂrnauuuumumsq"lﬁ
etauLudiiuuazusuts Y dAamazasitiaamlssaanausfiansia
upsnidaiu Amtdeldlimazasianstalunndlanitlm 1 Wald
Tunsdwndiasalilsufudrdny - wmmnummﬂqmﬁﬁulud’muw

* gransdlszinmadminmndangs Auzdnusaaa aninendeAatng



&la Al TIARANIAT
: S % s " a
NGNAFTTRIAUFBULTTY 879 Wananame wivde uazwInamnn

ALY : wnanaTRuen Tad Annud gadnaeidy AvEnishansed
s =t = 5 30 2 = == =
nindRurasas’ wiane uwdwineg guianiiainistaeniean

- Abstract _
e :This paper focuses orj one of thé. most rem:arkable female
characters Charles Dickens ever created : Miss Havisham of Great
'Expectat{ons. It discusses how in the characterization of Miss Havisham,
Dickens breaks away from the. c’ustomafy' portrayal of the feminine ideal —
the perfect wife and mother — he famously clung onto, which results in a
h.ighiy complicétéd female character who assumes multip%e contradicting
' ro!es.‘ it also examines how the cha'racter: éi!ows .hirﬁ to'draffily fuse real
li:fe inéide.nts with'surreélis’(éc features, cr_eéting a pec{iliar yet realistic
.being; and how the chafacter 'oﬁ'ers_rsew grounci_s for hihj to fackie issués
concerning sociai_ fnjustides inf_lict'etﬁ .{Ip.Gh marginalized women Such as

spinsters, widows, and the mentally ill.

: Keywbrds 1 Miss Havisham, Charles Dir;:ke{;s, Victorian Age, Women's
Property Rights, Spinsters, Widows, Women with Mental lliness :
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{IAn] old recluse was burned to death in her house near Hyde Park;
a wedding-breakfast room, with cake and all, had been sealed up in
the tavern called ‘Dirty Dick’s’ in Bishopsgate Street Without. On 29"
January, 1850, an inquest was held on Martha Joachim, who had died
at the age of 62 at York Buildings, Marylebone : ‘In 1825 a suitor of
the deceased, whom her mother rejected, shot himself while sitting
on the sofa with her, and she was covered with his brains. From that
instant she lost her reason. Since her mother’s death, eighteen years
ago, she had led the life of a recluse, dressed in white, and never
going out. Her only companions were the bull-dog, which she nursed

like a child, and two cats.’)
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(the old eccentric “Lady in White,” who *“has lost her first love Forty
Years before, on the day which was to be appropriated to her wedding,
& she has worn the same clothes—Bonnet &c &c ever since—faded
virgin white—She apostrophises her lover, (humourous pathetic style)
states that she is followed in the Street, but that it is in admiration of
her figure—She goes to the Expectation Office in the hopes of learning

what has become of her first Love—goes into office—)
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(She was dressed in rich materials — satins, and lace, and silks — all
of white. Her shoes were white. And she had a long white veil
dependent from her hair, and she had bridal flowers in her hair, but
her hair was white. Some bright jewels sparkled on her neck and on
her hands, and some other jewels lay sparkling on the table.... | saw
that the bride within the bridal dress had withered like the dress, and
like the flowers, and had no brightness left but the brightness of her
sunken eyes. | saw that the dress had been put upon the rounded
figure of a young woman, and that the figure upon which it now hung

loose, had shrunk to skin and bone.)
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(IMiss Havisham] reserved it for me to restore the desolate house,
admit the sunshine into the dark rooms, set the clocks going and the
cold hearts a blazing, tear down the cobwebs, destroy the vermin = in
short, do all the shining deeds of the young Knight of romance, and

marry the Princess.)
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(A man would die to-night of lying out on the marshes, | thought.
And then | looked at the stars, and considered how awful it would be
for a man to turn his face up to them as he froze to death, and see

no help or pity in all the glittering multitude.)
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(Reformers began to advocate that the married woman be granted the
power to own and dispose of property as a “feme sole.” Miss Havisham,
as a moderately wealthy “feme sole” already enjoys these prerogatives.
From a conservative point of view, her errors as a single woman
would seem to reflect badly upon measures aimed at giving all women

greater freedom to modify or reject their customary economic roles.)
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