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Les Derniers Contes de Canterbury :

Jean Ray's fantastic tales
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Abstract

lnspired by the medieval Canterbury Iaies of Geoffrey Chaucer, an

English author. Jean Ray uses certain themes and characters to compose

Les Derniers Contes de Canterbury. He has taken some sources from his

experiences to create fantastic themes of his own, particulary fantastic

food and parallel worlds. Dead and alive, his characters cross time and

space to attend an unexpected meeting in the tavern of Chaucer where

they relate successive honor stories.

Keywords : fantastic tales. horror stories, Jean Ray, Geoffrey Chaucer,

parallel worlds, fantastic food
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rladnornruldnorurlrflunr;riruirnvqnn?u (Grun) 6{rfl uurflnrruairotru ulrtd

, ..j ,rolnrnnrrrilEr fr drllrld-lrinrrur'li r,:orure

- iuoanqyuau"blutios $on€i'1,)xa1.1bartcuox Tulnduay
"."' lu n * t't uu u dc rtu n io u'dtlibt iun o n d t uu {t ua y yt

,; --- LLrinduiufiuauutnuv {uiu ! nrundndttnnst
(Bay 1985 : 227)

nh uorurtfl uo.r pirl::nolrir n'r_urot:irufi fi r1u nz. G at t aghe r w e nt
-;home 1,d'.rc1nfr 6!linlunrolnf,:uranrlaryblotjrrliro{rsu unro'ourio}.tr

-t' - .r" ^t zi 4 - .j,
$l on nol tao?n A L lJ'l n.: ! 't u t11 n lo na u011.4't ?1.: 1Ll ud ru ry1ru!!5n yt!.1Lono.1

nrrndrrrsolnaolnirro.: rlrludarvtrolirXryrru trrnrrrrirwrfi'uoirufi
-"."'--
rioar raoffr ndrrriurlffiflruso{yx.lu{r | (Bay 1995:oz) qyrfiuld,jrao.i redrin

1{o r rr niriu'lud'n u ruy u. r: y t] u un y,d u n n'{r n nrunrrrf,ro.r Ga,:fic L firr,nrrrl
aro.rt{ry

u.u Inn{turu (mondes parattdtes)
t" ;

llfl lluuriurSorrir A'ry'lurun.:rullo.trlr a fr nrlo{ qro,r rrti riu6a lnn{
{ .jd--- ,

1u'tuyaofr f iJ- n-yl-u{ou {un rvers rntercalaires) lu fin I u u n u m o uoi q n q n i n
- .t i . .h : .

oJ0{ Lru lnno,2tn''r?tluurro{La1i0uLro.t Lofi tt tf.irEUNn'lnono''rflJtlllllanglu'tu
)- "-i.rfirnvnrd'luoiqnnor.rnu6.:qnr1n1fu ri'rfr iii oro qjua; rdrii ntr..l*6'c rirl u dr I



21?dltinn?f,1dn{ Nulan]ndu alhnt flfr ac @eee) aiufi a qd.€

n u nu Llun1fl1tr mrru{Leal L1-llrr.jvfrnnrufrriurftn.rr6r60la.rr6u:rorfionor{l
dnot Etlljntlnn (tv zn1n*1nl\|n1fl nnLuauLnoflotuulnnnuulnne1?$ 314'1n

ltonnidfirtnnx s,ooo rilnaiTqqiutd dnl (Bay 1985 : 20-21) od1.rlrfrn1x

^rrfr qyfirrdrurdlnn{turuldriuirrfl ufiorfi {rlrmrr otjrrrdunenitollvhtja
. -" i ,--id,,tLl [1',rtJ3Fr Sl.lU.inuU{Yt1[1',r]J'rfl''lr.:Lgrfl n1n0nolttJ l[0rv]uylvle!0onrJ'ls,\n

te{ rdfl }r urr fr l ar rtncv r}iuvrl lan dtlrufi rfi utfi ot.jr.l miuiooq]1u Le Reuve
i d J ),v- ,? ,-

Frnders 6.tr1]urto.l10.1filrlUdl,JauM L0rinurl{no{ttulr1y{auu]od tuye!o0dlfi?tnU

tJJu'lfi1uu:JtOLrll.JC'l Guru - GLra n lxACl:.Jlrtl'lUll1IOtJrllrNO,J tUOUnnlALnrl

rrqnrrnidlvillludrlfituuirfi uuioo,rronrrqr-utJ rfl uruE'hi{nurdo,Jruilrir

r'lnum0d 01nrfTlvr{ourtuoq rvull{n1?ftsr-rflflo.:x1Bd'r}.Jn1-ll,l ,rflL1r'r Lo1iL.l

dr'.itl tvr.ra r nfrnr n rlr 6unn r -6 td' {singe d'eaut" i.rfid'nuruvfrrna:- rfrr!.,drt-

ru uaurir fio1uqj :nr?rcr6n ldiinih.rJruo{?rr.ir dqrirlfinrrr n rlrl dr:iru
- ia

uti'.rvflrirvrrnnrldiunraoiouirunvrdolqriuotirr6 6 orr n rrrao nc r nfiru

ua.:u1]n tFrl\lLn1lllr''rul]1 (o4d:ne) t6o tnl.r.rn1flyr.:d'r}.J [1l4 In nonl]r]lru.:t': nnlunnn
j

n![An [UF]'l'lU UJlncr.: ].lnU1Jul1'l'1.:11']Utl0l][rflYfXf]Ut'i110fl1r1L lflnlJslLU fU Yl
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oela 1n$ai nrynqnf

: 4" - - , a
fi rouo n rrr'ldvrrniud'rnrororrtl6.roqjlurarrurorfn lduuqrr ruoef u rGEd

rofloaf (Fritz Reurer) (1810-1674)" 'lunoucll n ri'r] mo fn noft (Clapperstorch)
.a. : tr

uu.l l,t.r61rJ6u^er61,]^tnnnL:.rlu.i La1!qc!u ioolflne11.J601uLunofl0,1?{rluul U\:
., "- l"-a - A- "l!nl'lUUlll''ll0llttrfl'lmqlJPlnn!N,,]O1fl 6.lULAO UelJqEtuylLllUm0.l nltUl tr

rfirr rsr16'urirqrufi':nrrB ruaynnrarflunurftAifr4n1ur.flo.rfutari (Mannheim)

,,- a
tusiudo4'uu .:nerurso.r[11frv1ud'l!drub]1ur$iir dr udr ur c r$.i.i ].r un fr,ir d',r a y n e

",,," i----.
10.10J0.i trfl s.:d'tl.t1?n11! hld tn nrl.J nvlrqounu lnntlu.lfil1rt Lqt.l

; , i - , !" .4--.j
fi .ln'r':'l llo1fi fl 0q lul0n8Muu0lutlntJ1]avrltnnn1{nu o]o.i rrfl

16'l6uuc6ovrr.siinrgrr:0.r6'rifd'unr; (tantrisme) r.irrroirrrrJrnnnlrniro.:
nrra.:rr.i6'oayarlu Le Bonhomme Mayeux ml nqlsr[do1l6'rifd'uorr; iryryrnr

4' -- - - -- , -: d.. id-i-- i
[Jtvrtl.llrU.irrOl 1nr]f{.lflO.irJf{0.lN0l tl1+19fl,tnyf,nCNfi'l}.J}.101 61lrfi.1}.J11O11}J6r.lFlUU

riouiiual,junrorce:rJarnnlulanrwi.rournor Inn{turuloioro{ rrdlfl utanfi fi

n1i!{xr{udri!dlnlryn{nrfr nfi 1dniitn;arJ'?i!faufiurrn'ouX!vrx rrtrnrior
(hypergeom6trique) \u Le Bonhomme Mayeuf fr|Jazati,n Inutao (Chickenhead)

- di4rluon-oryrurarto.raindi.:r-anrunuuluiryryn: tr,af, rfi fi ) tdrirtlfi .rnryr

(doifiA) ro.:ll1ruo (Mayeux) r,Jodrrui'unnr.i{'i',rils nrrfrfirilfiufllfffrld'rdr
-tf,- -ttr- .t,1!nuff{{{l]do{ n 1[unnlflt1lu6.:{.tuf,1uuq nno ltlltdnlyi t'Llu u]tfluula.:

-)^ :
niuraarri1Jfrinrnuraaranlt 'ufiiucnaotf,uaru' (Ray 1985 : 106-107) deu

-:-
nr4fi inrnura o6rnrrlrrnnaruh.r rfl urqutjlnsnrltrfi {nrylio{r'luo fi o1un11r

" v,l3n{:orraof (Fritz ReLrter) rflu{nrifluuriurflun:niflvruf,imrgarriu rarnfl0n{ud.rnn
) , ; " t- -(uo.lc'tntonnl.rulyl't.ln''trgJo.! t20xo,lroltoorq.ino''t an.inunotno?inno{anflalutuq 6

1'l'r n n'1, u.t 0.1

" \u Le Bonhomme Mayeux oro.r r:df i'4iudrnrqntnirnrrnr:fio.rrortltrnarlirMd :ir.r
) .i- :

Pr6frrlrl':r?1rl o.c { n}] n'l rrlO{ llfl.in{A'lUlqtJUi 1':nq1.JnUn UlUU.l.l { (Ull (l{U?:UOll

nr:;rrurq;rfirirtd un:nrirtuiunnr.r{nliunrlu'[#vrr:r{rr.rqrrffin-ri dun:o.:rrri
r;u.itr n.6. o<.slo-o<.a< d{rlun.ir Monarchie de Julttet Inrddrurqlo.rnda}tioqjnralfi

3, t " ) , -^. "-n1?n!11O.r{U{UnO1.i r]1U!rEUvi?V!t1tqn6flnu 3.1 lr?Ln1?!u"rul]TJc1 'nEn??riu{u

na1! (Le roi bourgeois)"



2'i?n'i?inn]?fr1ttn{ Nulln "td Aall:li/t fi aw @ata) a-iiuf, u o&cl

, i.." d - .j- - - - "--tluuvrl [1,[11[JLFrnnrtl.ll,tr?r.11 n0 tiluyt.:T n tnulg u trn: 1rn0 tu[1n1nu1n1J
;^l-, -. -", a- -i

L],4n1? vlnAlUq.:U'1fl1]lUd1111Lr{OlU r 0nnLnUrAOrnn1Orr8{nLr.J',rtflOtuo.lq1n
'- ,-- - vaa

1]{qrJUnU[[aJlOflUYl'.].:fl'lt!l]0.1!!nnn1{nU X n I n UtA U rll U0ll tlylUlo.l1UU1.l { rl n.:

6rit.l6!urv!or..r6l.J!rrulru'lariiliri 1u:rruyfi' r rso rflutuiunnxriarir..,aqu
,2

?rrydruEsdfiA! (Lours Philrppe) iur..lnn:ar:lrymRdiirRnrfiorln:loirtnr}ylur{

110.:1rux'u0ruro.M [uofifidun-1i181.rfl'r'u n1u !!FiA n !nuranliuu1u{or'ua;ua n.r

arlr.JEnl luln6n1l,lnlrni $inrrf'.inoufi fi{dryr01:riu }J1!uotnsr6.iru'ro

nir'lriMrcyfr tnrnurEn AnrnrLaofr ri{nnircdcurirrdu.l4nru4t "4rudt'ltfi n
(l|riah Chickenhead) ar.rurn' 6'lriu ltyruvi
.)

I',r!uoc:n,t1ll.ttYt''r rl1nn!uuLtnl?Llatgurnuo lui n rnura a I u (Ray 1985

1 12) lut!'rcar,lm iu0110nu''ru ln11 nnrnutfloL1lun1Ltyturllflu LunrtN (surmoi

ulo superego) fisiodrun,ru rrnur6.r rflqrl:{{'lqrninl}6'rin fca rSo id) ns.!
:

l.rlruouuro.r
i.---. - . Jtulnnr,.rfl yrlrioulra:l] ne1:Jd1.ryiu6nLfi r.rfl 1tnrunPl1fi ar[iuu

J. "; ,aZ ,-! )"-Y
n11!rUUCr'rlo.iruEnlt yrullfi uo lut o.ira1c.:iruotJn! llrluI0.1fi n1tfl lnn.:
-"- .i-1". - -- -"-,",r.ruu r.v4n1?ruTrnn1! !!lnnflnu1un1.:n[!uqt.inlunuY].ra lar.r6r1.r1ro.r u7?1rJ

uauLnaLllafonEni'1a uno.:lfirfiulnnfifudouriuldotjr+t'nrqur:u.jr.rlnnirlriu

Bovlondlulu vrninnunrurfluq3.:io{laniqlfu tioldnmrld.jrruolnT :ni
.J-.1 ". j y
yr rnfliu L1.l !?':rn Nyr.rul.ln:rlqlnqunt,trnr:lorlvrl::tic 6 rnrrunraaorttttl
cttrunrr! ttavnlLiu{ld1do.r?1,r;iuxn uln6onrxnel rfluci.lro.rlnndlulu

r ,1 , -. " C * ", J "-cynallrJ lollnlnynt luo o 0r,! '10r1{ t] ''r1 tl] nu tu tr.lrnUx [1] u{ [n 1lto.1?1?vl':x N Fl

" i , .." .Jr-,
drtrruqfi :Jrnnnranirwi':lnnfi ii 6fii{ou4rrirti{rirurfi fl ncrra.iun{1urrni

urolqu'talmou [,|a01.i,ifl [qu11 Lan Lfr aoLRnLr .!nc']rJLluqr.:

o. fracafl'lo{nr6f,n
- ;, ..ri , i
d'rnvnrfi r.JrnnluGo{vl0{Fr1dfr nro.roro.i rrriril{Idnurulriufr drA'rg6a

:,.- "- I
R',t1tln!ut l.t?ota:uuqrtJqRnnu1'!l.l1u (!linno.inqrixxr!1r?aun?r8J'Pie



oed 1nlini weynqni

Sauante" druu6'ruorrfl u{rya'nunitortu*una^tfi ifi{ar.rfl 'rL fl xn[11filfrfi fl :.J

{:.Jxo!er: fl?r}lodr{ urts6.! u,l n ttri1#nrrral A'ry ri'r runlrvlttritt.lrrr rfit a"

., a - .A
rrn n.j r ulnavfl.r 3o durlr.: ri i{ rfl uqr nrulum{ qutifr fi vrirmrdr rnda n unv
-"irn'], /rr{ou?a.,4rJa2annuai8 irJd.??.j't& trlLufron uNnl llnzLNan Ld n' 0.1111

uuuritc unnnfiqnalfrtuEan) (Ray 1985 : t:) dculraclrflun{rnurrrJ lduri

ronrinluu r;urr m{or?lln ufi.rridrfirfi an4u:1fl dolnuuoi u?oortrprnr

'3dcud'cn:nrvo}rinq; 4m'[q]nn fl:nrlmrna,rtu Luu[na'] unr[uF]ruEr'[u!^'l

Fri{flQn$'rdl irnurla'rer.slfi odr.srdu r.lrfufir nrir,:ri ([/]anin canivet] lu Les

Noces de Mlle Bonvolslr) d1r]'r?o![]n.r,,lrlfluun ufr.: uloalrnanimrvnnnadi.l
)

nn''tur''t.! rllu6aa Luaoucr jia.t tto.!
) - - 4 --lulnnrirururiu fr'on:arfr rf,uirururrui.r *r-s.:u r d 61:Jlrninuwr.:

trr nrn nnrldlrid rn ; rfl uo 6 orulorlnlriu \u Le Bon n omm e Maveux i ry ryr nr

nori nunuraofifrnr*ruvfrr u6.r ua:6rrmn uarirornr:16r M ttf,uF.'lfrfiddn I
. ) q q, a I "lU'lnlqn LnaOU LOd LIJO 'lnln LL'l LvllrJnn?',46.rStJ?rt ?]lnn'.ln1oUln l h lO

nntyntlnoonvl) (Ray 1985 : 104) "lu:ird.:fi'ra Au projet des conjectures

- -.1 i,, ,, =i1ryry'rruulud.tyl u.ro14 Luu ln o,:u6l^ tlla'r !uo.:cl nI\.]Jutd1! ms.:L o'T c!0.:
-;a4d --- -]". - -,- -Lvuf{.:1.:1.1Itifl.i}.JFtt0fle n'iuuLvtlltud ?!q.t LYrfl{LLn Louutdu.inn nuul nf:ollJ

,"j
unyniuRrrumsu nuu rnnrlnufrlriouran:rorniudc{nr:rir ornioror rrti
. "J -Y.

u1lftuo [l.[[ro.ru]JAc'ruAn1flnn{ou1.r!'rnri'rorn'lu6o.: ololdan Le Horla ro.i

n'ti roo hrlrntatof {Guy de l,4aupassant) 6.:{rdrr6otniur,rrirnr:nruqnn6n
. -l - -l a -i--: - - i
tafld.ltltJ0.t ttJ rlru 6'tud.1{.1r.ta N nl.tuull.id.tfl u1n [ln nlr trtulJay[ 6'rlJ'l:n

-i d -"." - .d., . , atr -
0fi:.1'1fl lonntqu o.tuutr0': !?flc.: n tnnld1lvrru.luu't3l6rrr lln1f nnl't0.rfi.ln.rnol'l

dlrir:r.lnrar'lu Le uhu (oonrAfl{ "q{'i rflur],ravld.rluro1rlqirfirrMrrir{nmrn
i , ".- - -^ -:, :. - -1n{no ! [nonu11:lauuLnn lgr?ntul.rn1?l0n uno MLnnLa tonaufruuvll a lnn

bind{hldrtuumou ufitatnm,tduritenun'uuqintl (Ray 1985 : rssl qq6o
:J - I .
d.lYlf, t1{ nel LU']1\rUvl r{ lln t L tlrU41]rlO.l tdtld tl l1-l lrrtJq lOctyiSrrUUl [a']'lIU

6oov1r :l-urrniorrilrdalrvwqordlunfr unndu nuurqfrlvrnrvurir uarrdo.r

6furo.rfi rdltar1fi!'irlanrir'brirdrunndnrfl lullintro qqrfl ur{.:nr:r{rfr rr.:



o1?d1?dny?fr1cla{ Nulan ld A^l1'tnt flfr ata (aaee) aiufi a 6r€c<

)- ) - r,.-r":
o'ru'rc Lrn rI Fl't4Yt ai1.l ael Nucl o 0ae lu!'tn1tou'tn1l u.JoNuqlrr l!nu Lor{n11N

yrr.li'rlo "l biuri(nr:rfiuuonernn.)tJdyr{i.inn-1dao.r'liq firfi oro.r Ltd16n!i'rx
"- "^-., ,"-.i - i-,

nn lL /c L/hrr uuv1 LutlolutlltUll tYllL LAnllfi.l6UO.l1l'llll tAll nrlvivln n'l1n.i lU

L' Appet du Crhulhu (oon rfi fl i "n8q') n8qifl uA.$rlevr,rnrofi r,lrriorriltfi t.r

ioraxrao.r{sunuiurYu [[ri Le u,lu 6fir.rvluio A.n. o6(b& rioufi6ot*utor

16r',lnrryhiqvldfunrrdfrr{lu a.fi. ocoo<'[u La Terreur Bose fi.lu onirvuaro

rirnvvrS.rnd'c riurrnnd'rq-nrrra niu6s'ri'u d"rntnrvrlfntdvr (Tartle0 Qnfld.:

r-6nur rnlranrr'lri r uux ar a'{ fr ll fi g vrer rufi aurquti $ta.t d't xryfi w i'tw rt a
,J

i$um n1n quina'tlto win 6n tfi utr Meultut ain{ xc atut a1u4jmtrtuq

rtcriuqnnlr,lfr i:dt n1nluuufiunirtt (Ray 1 985 : 1 24) rrfn!6n1 orcfi1urru

n6"r6'rndrq1fi drrro.:nrrioa 1 qodu,lun 1 nudrt*;turi'rfiouua oi'lto.: ttr
I

u a6Rrnlfl uvron lorir 614trwmr.rrfl unq'rxraurolvrlrlv'rFl'lo ll1aoe]ru
"-.2j .jJ "i.luvro.:fl1lv{am nL na:.ro'r1fl1rrn nt o,).iol. 'l sl n1J1JuUI1Jd'']].J[.J nvl^ tn 

"n 
m ta

-.t .jd.j-- "A"- i
na''rfl r1]uf{.iv1.rt(!Er rlrlr!rtu1r tornL'v\rYtql nla.ir0 n1?fif1.iflolr Fr11n1tl^ n{ ttav

lSrrmor nuro.:'luour nn

rur1uti6'alrnSrxurirflina;rdrunviarqlulnnfi fi fi fr t'r'i'suuiutf uav

rqudrorarrraor:1u16'ri'.rvravr(116oflars!duro'ucriu fr r ufi'jrla n oir nejrqq vfi
-):. : :1.

1rn.3vt{ 1t1fld11i ne1 1]3:ul ulltuYi t.i n nl x ttFtllfllqu?0{'ln'lu'll0.iallo.l [t n].1

qruar Grornmulfl urriutioqj'rirr nrratl*durnni'jrfl rrqriufi 6nlqfi rfl u
3- d',-

nr'rFrra'r'rfl'luoirururiuflflrsfinrrrruns,.rioul{ud uriois rr rfr o n?a oin r a u^
).q* .' )

rhrr,Lvlf "1r1,.J1 l1.qAna'ri c.1I]f'r1?LlrrlJr'r1^1lF1srr0n'lnlrvlvl'l l1l N1-{1 fl1'llf ')

(Franqois Truchaud et Jacques van Herp 1980 : zza) drtru4fidlbjri, rrr..lan'Lqfrrrr

qvrfiuncrrisrornrto'rd'rnvnr 5o o'u*v.:ri trnruludxrrl:rti rtrriurfi ou{
) - " A -,a""-
"I0d nfl euLnuel0.: tvtllrfl6 e!.raYuluryfl1x]J[L14Lnnonr]gllru.l al.lq.l [oflj[[?.1

d -4" f,-
:iun r n1q'Lun r li a uvri.r hola afr6'uunr riitdFa n iooiuo d'r-u rg r n or uuuusio tjr.:'[n

o'uuvr.rrirflutronufi rfir6r:inrr:mri6imfi {T rv'j16scoru nrrrLi6nduu4rto.r
-i,nrrfi oqrnnr:fr '[rjarrrrn6ri'rorrrniun;ncuif, nto.ur"rutild nirufirnnfi

L i ,.d"nllx4r ruvm{ndriunisurn uioldilonldL{ilcoit!niLrn;ncruidnlowqua



obo nn't{n{ uryeqnf

(Ray t98s : 241) f,61c ttnvl'rnlurolo]o.i r:ti riu6linrvrfrnr*nidndrfla6rri'r.r
i.trnruniaoinnratrfr oct 1u La Fin du Satan torinmof qln Uictor Hugo) fr

q ndl'l1i1ri61N1?0ir f orru nfl nlorrrluti otjrrlafi riu ruol ratifi ldoialnt
'- :

:Jfr roonrrl.rfriruao.rtrnru rrr rfi fl {uo fiornrtrgqnl'lfi niu.jrrrnrufufi druro.r

nru rfl urqutidru miuniu qrn uuc fi ndu5lrdrol nx 1 16v1,ri.ind'1 tta vni1!
innri'rrn1u fintuunutnoilaqarira 6rriunmridndrfi oqrnnmrlryrurrnlro.r

toroiravnr olo.! lrrin6i1en1?q;sjoro noiuayoov[iu{lurirqfinurirrranao.r
.i ,i

vri.:do urinrrlt'lnxrlo{ tlriurio.i unvd'cavnrurlfr":no{naLroilrn;ao1'{riuf{u
- .,i -.!NLOU}]1flRe1Il1L'111010.:n1r11flUL?0.:1O{Unll?JYlU6?l{dA.ltlrrd14nU!?rU 1A

r].:urrurarrarfi6onrarg{uo4unnry{$,i{IonounnrnlnorjrurSory,lornrafrn r,riu
ae , ) , : i- J a
Yl { tn 1L?O{ n n 11 lU:.lvt6.:yt1fl,t't tJn{lunuulnoi'] n !t?.:3': lj gl tl?Yn1, uuR0

J.
ne1Nn10 n1t6?'t.16ttn LLngnllunzfl fl
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