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“Perfectly Virtuous Woman” :

Constructed Identity of Khmer Women for the Nation
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Abstract

This article aims to explain the concept of the “Perfectly Virtuous
Woman® as the Khmer woman’s constructed identity, which has changed
throughout Khmer history.

The concept of the “Perfectly Virtuous Woman (i g% ssgasi)refers
to the practices of women : proper manners, roles according to their social
status as the perfectly virtuous daughter, wife and mother, and how to live
free of sexual denigration. With no single or fixed meaning, the concept has
been interpreted, adjusted and added new meanings throughout Khmer
history from Pre-Vietnamization until the present time.

Prior to Vietnamization, the concept had been presented through role

models in the oral tradition and literature influenced by Buddhism. During
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