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The Establishment of State Secular Power in the
Buddhist Church of the Royal Court of Siam through
the Ecclesiastical Titles between B.E. 2325-2445"*

Nattapon Yurungruangsak® Warangkana Nibhatsukit®

Abstract

This paper aims at studying the establishment of the state secular power in the Buddhist
Church of the royal court of Siam through the ecclesiastical titles between B.E.2325-2445. The
study found that the Royal Court of Siam was successful in tightening its grip on power by
managing Buddhist affairs to act as connection between the Royal Court and the Buddhist
Church. Buddhist monks had to constantly change throughout the early Rattanakosin period,
resulting from the ideals of the Royal Court of Siam, in closely supervising Buddhist affairs so
that they would become a part of state building. The Royal Court of Siam in the reign of King
Rama | adopted the giving of ecclesiastical titles to the monks to build a political network in
the Buddhist Church. The Supreme Patriarch and the high monks were the monks of the
kingdom who aided the activities of the Royal Court. Later, in the reigns of King Rama IV and
King Rama V, the Royal Court gave the highest ecclesiastical titles to the ordained members of
the royal family in order to regulate the administration of the monks. The Royal Court of Siam
was, therefore, able to successfully maintain the state secular power in the Buddhist Church
resulting in the proclamation of the Sangha Law in B.E. 2445 of the Royal Court of Siam,
recarded as a cumulative effect of the changing process continuously implemented by the
Royal Court, and its success to centralize the ecclesiastical power, as to the political reformation

carried out by the Royal Court at the same period.

Keywords: Ecclesiastical title, High monk, Royal Court of Siam, Buddhist church

4 The article is part of the Thesis entitled "SIAMESE COURT AND THE MANAGEMENT OF BUDDHISM AFFAIRS IN THE PERIOD OF KING RAMA | TO
KING RAMA V, 1782-1906 A.D." A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree Doctor of Philosophy Program in History,
Graduate School, Silpakorn University
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