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The Relationship between Linguistic Devices and
Ideologies in the Discourse of ‘Sexual Diversity':
A Case Study of the News Coverage of
‘Teng Neung is gay">

Panya Supacharn*

Abstract

This research aims to find linguistic devices which expressed some ideologies in the
discourse of ‘sexual diversity’ in news coverage of “Teng Neung is gay”. The data were collected
from newspapers and online-news articles in October 2018 and March 2019, based on a critical
discourse analysis and the concept of ‘sexual diversity’ from queer theory as a framework. The
analysis revealed that four major linguistic devices, namely (1) lexical selection, (2) modality,
(3) presupposition manipulation, and (4) presupposition denial, were used to express embedded
ideologies of ‘gender binary’ and ‘gay’. It was found from the analysis of discourse practice
that discourse producers, including journalists and a member of the ex-boy band, presented
social-trending news and spread these texts through mass media. Some consumers believe
that news coverage is about presenting “facts” as one of instrumentalities used and the genre.
Consequently, some of them may not be aware that some insidious ideologies exist in the
discourse. Based on the analysis of socio-cultural practice, it was found that the ideologies
expressed through linguistic devices are those of ‘gender binary’ and ‘gay’. The socio-cultural
practice of the discourse of “sexual diversity” still passes the definition and understanding of
sexual diversity down to the next generation through the use of linguistic devices in order to
report news, reflecting the norms of the gender binary idea that is affected by sexology,

capitalism and a patriarchal society.

Keywords: sexual diversity, ideology, critical discourse analysis, Queer Theory

® This paper is adapted from an author’s final paper in 2201632 Thai Discourse in final semester of 2019, Department of Thai,
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University and it was presented at National academic conference of five-institute Thai language
and culture network: The role of Thai language and culture in international academic society, on 19th December 2019 at
Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University.
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