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The Use of Background Knowledge in Reading
Comprehension: the Case Study of Thai Learners of
Japanese at Different Proficiency Levels

Tewich Sawetaiyaram?

Abstract

This study aims to investigate whether Thai learners of Japanese at different proficiency
levels draw on their backeround knowledge in similar or diverging ways through the lens of
schema theory. Forty six learners were divided into four groups. They were asked to read a
Japanese narration text (1,210 characters) and answer questions about its text structure and
contents. Upon competing their reading, they were interviewed individually. The results show
that advanced learners and upper-intermediate learners used background knowledge on textual
structure to greater degree than intermediate learners and pre-intermediate learners. Advanced
learners also applied top-down and bottom-up strategies together with background knowledge
to help them answer questions regarding the textual structure. Moreover, advanced learners
used top-down strategies to answer questions regarding the reading content more than learners

in other proficiency levels.

Keywords: background knowledge, schema theory, Thai learers of Japanese,

textual structure knowledge, content knowledge
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uniun

mssruiioanudladunssuiunmsifinnududon TnammzegisBinisenuiionnudilaly
awiiaes lesangBoudndudodilasaismnuiamsu s amnudiunwmans (Linguistic
Knowledge) m’mifﬁ’mlﬁam (Content Knowledge) kagaiu3nulaseasiauneu (Text Structure
Knowledge) Tunsvinaunlauneu Usn ﬁﬂL“f]uﬁLﬁﬁﬂ,ﬁ]ﬁ’udwmi@'mfﬂﬂsi’fﬁﬂwmmimqé’mmm
desagnafien egnlafinu nanfifdsusuunanuliiesdudomuaslasaisunsuiiduieevio
Liduefon §Feuldlédlifennudiunvlunsfianuintu uwigEoulsi “anuiuas
Uszaunsallin (Background Knowledge)” suaamulmLsfhmszhEJLﬁ@ﬁﬂﬂﬁjmmL%’ﬂﬁ]luﬂﬁiéﬁué’aa
(Carrell & Eisterhold, 1983) slaagtiiulaaindiogresuan

He picked up his axe. He held it softly for a moment and blew sharp notes through its

bell. The crowd listened and cheered him; they loved his saxophone playing. (Hudson, 1982)

'
=

dlofFousutssloausniata feuasfinnudin axe Twmneds “vn” a seud Tassada
AuEiALaiy “v” aggniveenuily egnalsiniu WegBous uuszleaiiaesuaznuiudinng q
WU blew v3e bell §EsuazEuianduau ilesnlidhiulassairesmnuiigGouiifeatu “vau” §
Sousrvvzuilalnensnerenlesdosing o Whseturiendulusiulmlisaus LLGiLﬁaﬁL‘%auiﬁém
Ustlonitany fEovandlanasGuianulmildi d1d “axe” Mvsngluumsudesilsildneds “onu’
winnds “iaTesauniuda” unu ndegduandififuieudiasusraunsalfuiduddyegs
wntun1sinLuney
AnusuazlszaunsalinvesdSeuluesdusenauddguemguflaswaiieranud (Schema
Theory) tilasanmnidemiieruegiiamuenuiofvssiuunedneflitany fi3suasnensulosy
fuiudsevinauduardszaunsalifuiiidnduidevuesungudie e uldegnediusyavsamann
fign (Rumelhart, 1980) ag1slsfiniy swidefihusndafissiduiianiesiuegngSeunifianuaunsa
msawuansieiildanuiuasUszaumsaidulunseuiienudlamilouvdeunnsnsiuegnals
(Rahman & Bisanz, 1986 : Carrell, 1983 : Yuet & Chan, 2003) uananil am%’aﬁﬁﬂmdw@ﬁauﬁ
Auduarlsaumsaifuiotisluniseiunielity dnlugdumiafefifnwdEsunwsnguiy
awiiaes ATeRRNuEEsunwdY 9 W fFsunnidiu dleges
yndaAfeiteduiuedanuiifsafunslitaiuiiesyssaunsaiiy avdunisie
faoulidnlaguuuunisenuwesBouiitienuaninsounnsstusasdaduuumaliuadaoulunisii
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& Bisanz (1986) szugeuiilsiuszauanudialunseuiuulihngussgndlinmiuasUssaunisal
FuldlaifungBsuiivssauanudidalunsetu usivd anmsideves Carrell (1983) Tt Fousedy
g9 (Advanced ESL) uaggiSeusedunansgs (High-intermediate ESL) lilansnsaussaiamnuinienis
AIANTSAINLNAENSNNTEILULUY top-down 16 Aviuandliifuienudiuntunitaosunnsaiy
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a9 (Intermediate learners) walamulugSeuseauas (Post-Intermediate learners) mﬂ%"e]yjaméﬂ‘ﬁ
annsoaguliimanmsideiiundsliduinszieindBouitanuannsamenudiaeunnsiediy
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ludrwesniAsefidnugBoundiuivnisdenliminiuazussaunsalin fnuideues
Tateoka (2000) Osumi (2005) wag Noda (2014) :1u398984 Tateoka (2000) éi"ﬁ';ﬁ];lill%aumw@ﬂuﬁ
fanuanansnszdunanauazgsanungy liun fFouildamuiudunviul §Bouildnmwinmaidu
anwl uazgFeuildnmusinguidunwindBeuiawuiunnssiurhanudilaunaunie
UuiTeumundnlassaiisunsuuunsdgUuiiendn Ki - SHOU - TEN - KETSU (KI fon1si3u
33 SHOU Aonsitamnides TEN Fogandndudntudiefsaruaulavesdieu uay KETSU Aedioasy
vsiestiv) ognsls namsAnymuhiFouilinndnguiunwiuisuumauiideunsmaniasais
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(10) (AdealvilamisginiluAaindujuitanie) wesnlasiensuudiveuizesiu
wanwee waeloseinuthezduuiviheinduaadimansiansed gty
fifosasrsoonindy (3de-AeAnunanlnsienew) e (3delulldRavdoindaunnandale
yosFesiienliiasivse) lunz (N3-11)

(11) viudusasmyuautfnidouegld wognidinulugluaiu (Ade-sulifomanisalinly
fimadnazdn) Tiasu (§Adshludesnandiliag) gaindedeudiasiamgmsaidaluaiy
({ATenndslanse) AosuGouinsiusudviau Aleeninduiezfeduueud udfiee
amsguilinoanlunagfetuvueus wewmnluhiidnauniafujueudsi Aeosnldfiae

weuvluevugudaily (N2-06)

(12) nyfinameenuduiunesiuguasgdns q mans1ansed wazinuausulunismaaes
au 9 1 (e Aununnisiewseindunanilvumse) Sunannisguisesezaeues Tuses
fuildwursgtiemansansdmiloutiu mnemansansdidueslsly ynFessnuagnanues
mans1sdavannsagnaunulaluueudtas (Ide:udadale) udauduagldnuulavseli
CZ ] ! ya v < ] ! [ Y ] ! 2 o A ! =3
fuuusziaue E3e1dulssinuegnslamse) Afuluuliaumaesesny Aufagne1ey
wsnsldanulila (N1-02)

(13) (A% sevisfisnuFesiloy Tymerlsthilm) fusas (foerlavse wiliilomnion)
AounsiimilouBuidnindieseuiaudfd (%) etnanssiiauGosnuandivesiusus
Tumeuusn wyfinez@euneuluindujuuitou uinedndniiindedesdo “sutiaun” Ade
uAtulUz AU dazdnline AndumnAslmiidnuesininihivesuustuduuieun
Aldarsagsssun (ATeiaewminduuanedu) ling wilmananeduiieeslay (N1-11)
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dnu WeRiarsandmeuvesdseunneudn “lldanuiiuasussaunisaiifia (N)” e wui

=

giseuseau Na Llldunnfigadudnnm 5 au (41.67%) musndedieussau N1 $1uiu 2 au (16.67%)

1 (3

WA EUTEAU N2 31131 1 AU (9.09%) MNNITEUNTWAINUINISEUTEAY N4 YNAUTINYULLA

Y 9
| (3

U ashimo VaausEngaus uillesewesiueunnimaseuldlmduiueududnferiuueud
a Yy =2 1 L3 a J A ¥/ & a = Y v Qdéj
Mnu3dn Faliananisal wuei N2-02 neultliweslesmnuuazUsyaunisaliduiliesnnllAuivisil
Usnavgliiseulues q wazaulaamedeyanunngluungiuwiigu @i N1-05 wag N1-10 na1331
mnlianuduazyszaunisaliduieiuiueudnauesdegausiizuusn uwunaslunstigleudile
WU e lduaunInnInay Wesndeyanlaanungrudailiieme SnvadiesluGes q

Waziidoyanyigliwesledlaunnnii dsiudddwesledduniseiuasall
anusnuuanyiiy

1. mslduaglildanuiuazuszaunisaliululassairsungrudauusn (SHOU)

INNITANYINUIN HIS8UTEAU N4 910U 8 AU (66.67%) UazKiSeusEaU N3 91U 9 AU
(81.82%) WamuSuasusraunsalifusnnnindFoussdudy udrnuduasUszaunsalduildifouiomn
Aeatosturusuiuazmansansd fEsunnauluaosszduildlfhauiuasyszaumsaifaienty
Tnssasrsumeusliluniseulassairsdruiidu SHOU tae vaififfBoussiu N2 1w 7 au (63.64%)
TrmuavUsvaunsalifmfeatusiuous mans1ansd M uaglassairaunsunpeulusedu
Win 9 fu aavheBouseiu N1 $1uau 5 au (41.66%) Wenwiuagdsraunisalidanfentud uas
Tssafrsumennlunisdeny mnfinnsanlusaziBeaudaznuin mamililassairesnnudiesuuuy
(formal schemata) Wigaifulassadnsunguauisn (SHOU) Buumngiaudiidsussiu N2 (2 aunie
AnLdu 18.18%) uazsngdaunntulugi3oussdu N1 (4 auveRndu 33.33%)

ogslsfiny wifBouazeglusedu N1 udh msl¥mnuiuasuszaunsalifuifeniulassaing
ungugLusn (SHOU) Ssasiilaifis 50% auvmmilainazanaingdau SHOU vianuinlaginnitdaudu
1n® Takahashi (2004) na11lATIASIIUNIURUUAEIUANS 3 @1U AB Exposition — Complication —
Resolution 38 Setup - Confrontation - Resolution wilassansunsruuuuduunnsdluiiosnin
wdlgidu 4 daw fe KI - SHOU - TEN — KETSU Takahashi (2004) uesi1 SHOU lusuitlaisnidy
desmniiieadiotsliidomdniibu K fadesnmtuniouasluduidu TEN iy

lefimnsanmneuvesSeussdu N3 $1uau 4 aufina1isnneedin &% B agiivmnisal
lsimadann FidududehdGeunaildldnssvindmihiives SHOU we uenanil §i3ou
s N2 §1u0u 2 AufineuiildannuiuarUszaunsalifuieiulassaiiaumeuunney Auesdii
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# 5 Bindudfidenumneiasiomgnsnifivnmtu ndnfe §Fousedu N2 Aaudidud
Hummmsniundu (TEN) andeyatlidiuingGoussdu Nauedlassadaumsuuuudiudu 3 dw
wdn 9 1oun K (wazerasiu SHOU Wluiivdeenauesitldsndu) — TEN - KETSU Zeazvion
puTBaziBenf Takahashi (2004) I6szyly o1ananldimihiives SHOU fiusingluumenulailsdmau
TumnuAnvosdFeu SedwalFoudnlng/lildlilassaiannuiuarssaunsaiduiineGou
W llunsinIg

ludruvesnsldlinnusuasUszaumsalivlulassadiaungrugiuusn (SHOU) wudgiSeuy
AU N4 3117 4 Au (33.33%) WaghiSeuseau N3 91u3u 2 AU (18.18%) neulluldlinnuiiay
Uszaunsaliisnaznagnsle o wwelunisneu lunenduiu giseuseau N2 91uiu 5 au (45.45%) way
HEouszdu N1 §1uau 8 au (66.66%) WealssiuTeizes (T) AUsngluunanuuaztihundudld
WoRmnudnm nserudeFeudunagnivildunagndiuy top-down (Minaminosono, 1997)
diothelunismanisalidledosiiarnun fideesihannisiiduiiu sHou lilduansihiiidmm

a

Seudaiunnltnagnsnisenuiioseaiietielasunisinulassassuneuduusnun daulape

a U

Feuseiu N2 wag N1 wihliuidenldnagnsniseutieses dluansliiuingiseuninnuaunsn

e3P e

nenlilageaingdsliannsalinagniniseuuuy top-down leeeaiivseansamiiieans

anamsisualudiues SHOU ndmlddFeunnduuiiianuansananiviunnsig
fudwwildufenldanusuasusraunisalifulunisenulassaiaunguuaniaiu InegiSeuseau N1
wazseau N2 amnsathanuiuaryssaunsaiifuineSounniferiulasaiieunsiunge
Tunseuld uenanil §Feumanisaunsauszgndnagniniseuuuy top-down Liiegaenauy
nsldanuuazUszaunisalidulaeie

2. mslduazlailinnuiuazuszaunsaiifalulassaireunsudauiians (TEN)

MnMsAnINUI Feuseiu Na $1uu 5 au (41.66%) Wawiuasyssaumsalifisifeiu
mans1aseuarddevesiieunuesiindrefuiieuvesmansiatstuney uwiliffGounilaldnimg
wazdszaunsalifuifedestulassadedniidu TEN 1o dmdBouseiu N3 $1um 6 au (54.549%)
TmnufuarUszaumsalidanfetumansiansd ddeveailounuesfindroduiiieuvosmansiansd
wazlassainauneusnneuluseduiivin o fu vasfifSeussiu N2 $1uau 4 au (36.36%) Tmmd
wazUszaunisalidauienfiuifoveuiteunuiesiindefuilouesians1a1st uazlassairsuney
mey gavelFouseau N1 $1uu 9 Ay (75.00%) Tdanuduasyssaunsalimuientuheinsaiuas
Tnssadrsumenlunsieny mafinsanlusigazideaudaznuin nsGaililassadrsnnudiesuuuy
(formal schemata) ifgafulassadsunsiudiuiians (TEN) BuusngiausfiZoussiu N3 (2 auvde
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AnLdu 18.18%) fiFousedu N2 (3 auneRnudu 27.27%) uardsingdnuntuludiSeussdu N1 (8 Au
w3oAnl 66.66%)

dleSsuiisuiudwiiiu SHOU agwuitlunmswgBowimnudladuiidu TEN
Isisrend egslsfiony SrnufreuiildnnuiuasyssaumsalifuieiulassaiisunsnlugGoused
N2 uay N3 TlaitAu 30% vaefidrwiugSouseiu N1 AneuiildanuiuasUszaunisalfiuietu
Tassadrsunsudiinnda 66.66% uananni fiFousedu N1 wihduiiwersunianudmdhensad
naunauiudeyanlassainsunsumaniados uandeulsdudn “douvasmanansd” awvherls
YuriFouseduiu 4 nenewliudusraunisaldui @dovoadiounuies) vieioFesesuns
ity Astluandidiuinddouiiferuamsonsnvigeednedidousedu N1 aunsnthenuiuas
Uszaunsalifuifeivlnssaisunsuuas hensanldldodadisyans amannningGeussiudu q

mnuiiulhensaligiBeusedu N1 19 Aensdanalassaine Wsvs1w) vselon dadunagns
158U bottom-up fAfbnesigBuszdu N1 TusrAdeineneunaunaunagniang 9
dhinefuazdendlimnzauiumseuludiuiu q wu lunsdveddassadraunsudiuiians (TEN)
fmslimeasBentouninnudssdunis fouiahondeminnunamandrtuanudmsinsal
suirnudiasdszaunsaifuiiulasadsunsiu authingnisfienuindedosfinuninandu
Fosifimsnmdainainnisnseviwes “iileuvesmansianse”

Mnnmsieslugues TEN nanldhfdoundiuiifaruannsansarsuansa
Mudlwnldudenl¥anuiuazUszaunmsaiifulunisenulassaiaunaruuwansneiu lngdiSeuseau N1
N2 uwag N3 anansnthanssiasyszaumsaifuieGounnfeiulasaiiaumsngagluniseu
1ot agdlsfinu msldenuiuazuszaunmsaiifuiefiulassairsunsdiudadusersnnlugFeu
52U N1 wanaIndl SuAfi3susesu N1 fivszandnagnsnissiuuuy bottom-up Handiaiuniseu
Tidlasnntuse

3. msliuaglildanuduasussaunsaifaluiiodosunsiu

NMsAENEINUI §Eeuseiu NG $1uau 6 au (50%) Tanuduasyszaunisalifufedtu
viusudsneuludndruiteningFoussiudu o (Feusziu N3 Tdmau 11 au Aaidy 100% fE3ou
szaiu N2 Tduau 10 au Ay 90.91% washiSeuszau N1 Tawau 10 au Anlu 83.33%) Wuees
110 nfinrsasilunmsnudionandnliin nisdulilassaiumudidadom (content schemata)
AenfurususivesdFourmlvenguil BuumngiaudfiZousedu Na wiusingdnuntuseusfEon
szau N3 Wuduly
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! 3 A a [3 a a a ' Y [y ¥ 2 L4
agalsfiny Weliasenswasideaiaduadlunudy §leuseau N3 TWanuiuasUssaunisal
ANAEIAUUEUATSY witlkwalduuansneIngiseusedu N2 wag N1 TnedSeugoinguillinaunanu
ANuSuarUsTAUNTalALNg R UNEUAINTUYRITEY (MusudUIAWT) oAU Ivesueua
na1Ife Jiseuseau N2 uag N1 dinagnsn1senudedes dadunagnsniseruiuy top-down i
1 a ¥ 1% dy o Y 2 o a a 2 v A 1 f=f
FIRTUWNIY Ml ARNoUTeESEuTEAY N2 Way N1 Ndeunifgifiumihfveswusudidinig
adlurazBuaiidudounnnningBeussaudu q wu nsdeuneunihfivesiueudinduumauds
| [ v = | v U av v ! £ 1 va M Yo J o & d'
vuuanNay vsevuaedu aeilananluluneuduingSeulilasuunsrunumviedssloaiivseney
JulloFeainiy uwidBeudugvhanudiladuilenividedagSewes (Adams & Collins, 1979)
agnslsfiny WewSeudieudSauseau N1 uaz N2 Tldnadsou o @eleq) Whuasunisiaiy
nihvesjueus enuingiseuseau N1 ldnagvsasis 83.33% vaueigiouseau N2 1degh 54.55%
INNNTITMUAIINE AT sun g Uunlauausannwkanaei i ldudenly
AnuskarUszaunsalifnluniseulassaseungruuanaaiu InedSeuseau N1 uag N2 wene1ui
nagnsnIseuTeRsinINtIBE AN ks UstaunIsalRne i uueudiae Tneasiiuladauiniy
ludSeusesiu N1

asduanisilvuazdaiduanu:

nansAnwdliuIgSoussdu N1 Hanudiarszaumsaifumieitulessadunsugen
f3ousdu N3 wawBoussdu Na TaefFousedu N2 fuultuegnsanansseniaoindui uenaini
nATlEmUIEEeuseAu N1 nergnminagnsiinagnsn1se ULy top-down wanagmsn1sey
WUU bottom-up angelunseusng Wy nmswaunaunLduazsraunsalifufedtuiueud
ihiudeFeiiemansaintiivesjususd TnediFeusedu N2 tiinagnéniseuluy top-down
inlishemuiy wildndunslifidesndn dugFeusziu N3 uay Na THamzauiiasUszaunisal
FnRgiuusudlunsiiny wilildthnagnsdy 9 dhanfiarsansiudu nslithdeFesnfiansan
dawalvidneuieiumhiiusudivesBousedu N3 uaz Na iudmeuin 9 U Wy fEousedu N3
pouinduusuiuvaniy FelaildfanududourindneuvesgiFeuszdu N1 uay N2
oglsfinny auAfelidoiaueuusianun 3 Ussifiudwiuditaulaasnuludesddely
Uszibuiinils muiddeddnungGeuusasseduludnausswing 11-12 auviidu dwalisuaudeya
flinnuazlianansathludusadislsunsumeadfilemenudiuiusssninsauanansaman s
funslimnuduarussaunsaiiuld sddedenndmadufnuludsSunuiiogifienuduius
Tudsznudananvsely
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Jspifiufiaes uihauideifomnisinummslinuduasdsraunsaifuvesdidoundiu
ynlyefiflenuamnsauansisiu uiannsAnwmuigeou (nsawzgGousedu N1) Feonldnagns
1nndn 1 nagnslunmseruvhardila fiaulafnunsuuuumssuesiiBounwiiassdsliasdin
vouwansAnwisauansliarmiuasussaunmsaiifiuvity uimsueadunmnivinistéanug
wazdszaunsaifudunagnsillunisgiuiuy top-down wagfnwilunnsiuuny eilifteldlviAn
Podninlun1sAnIY

Usginuanring anmsdunisainuingiseuseau N1 vaulssenddoyanansegiansouiu
WlensadeunazUspifiuiovvesuns Tnsnerewifuuasnsaaeuiiesindsiidnanse
noufnuldeivield feyadtlfduduisidFousedu N1 aszntninuemiseftyyvie
metacognition awareness (Baker & Brown, 1980) mﬂﬂ’i']ﬁﬁﬂuizﬁuguuazmﬁ]Lﬁuﬂaﬁaﬁ’lﬁm
fdwaliFouszduguhanudiladoswléfind winiddedlild@nussduisuesiu

o w Ly =

Faldanunsaatlusieazideals agralsAniy uddendsainiasirmnudiduiunisfnwianuAnues

o

ASeuuiarsziuniulssnuilliasendely
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