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“When the Royal Shakespeare Company’s production of ‘King Lear’ toured
through Europe, the production was steadily improving and the best performances
lay between Budapest and Moscow. It was fascinating to see how an audience
composed largely of people with little knowledge of English could so influence a
cast. These audiences brought with them three things : a love for the play itself,
real hunger for a contact with foreigners and, above all, an experience of life in
Europe in the last years that enabled them to come directly to the play’s painful themes.”

(Peter Brook : The Empty Space, London 1968, pp. 21-22)
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“Da ist keine Hoffnung im Tod: er ist nur eine einfachere, das Leben eine
verwickeltere, organisiertere Faulnis” (Biichner : Gesammelte Werke, p.63)
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A George Steiner : The Death of Tragedy, London 1961, p.275-276 ““Albern Berg’s
operatic version of ‘Woyzeck' is superb, both as music and drama. But it distorts
Biichner’s principal device. The music makes Woyzeck eloquent; a cunning
orchestration gives speech to his soul. In the play, that soul is nearly mute and it
is the lameness of Woyzeck’s words which conveys his suffering”.
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“Without Biichner there might have been no Brecht. But the long, fortuitous gap
between the work and its recognition poses one of the most tantalizing questions
in the history of drama. What would have happened in the theatre if “Woyzeck’
had been recognized earlier for the revolutionary masterpiece it is?”” (The Death
of Tragedy, p.272)

King Lear, Act IV, Scene i

“Jeder Mensch ist ein Abgrund : es schwindelt eimem, wenn man hinabsieht’.
(Gesammelte Werke, p.155) ' :

“Mais réfléchissez, réfléchissez, vous étes sur terre, c’est sans remede!” (Fin de
partie, p.91)

Biichner : Gesammelte Werke, p.145

Biichner : Gesammelte Werke, p.151

(wv) Fin de partie, p.25
() Fin de partie, p.47
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George Steiner : The Death of Tragedy, p.3




