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“But analysis —which is a re—creating and a taking possession— entails value- §
judgment. You can’t, as some scholars seem to suppose you can, have the poem -
in a kind of neutral possession, and then proceed to value it or not as you choose...
The process, the kind of activity of inner response and discipline by which we
take possession of the created work, is essentially the kind of activity that comple-
tes itself in full explicit value—judgments. There is no such thing as a neutral

possession...

...significant art challenges 'us' in the most disturbing and inescapable way
to a radical pondcring, a new -profound realization, of the grounds of our most
important determmatlons and choices...Another formulation, emphasizing the creative

function, is that in creative: lltcrature one fmds the challengc to discover what
one’s  real beliefs and values are.’ ‘
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