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Abstract

This research aimed to study the conditions, problems, and obstacles concerning the
legal rights protection of monks in Thailand; compare relevant laws; and propose guidelines
for legal development. The methodology integrated documentary research, in-depth
interviews with 17 informants, and a focus group with 10 experts. Data were analyzed using
descriptive content analysis and summarized in an essay format.

The research findings were as follows: 1. Conditions, Problems, and Obstacles The
study found that monks' basic rights were safeguarded by the Sangha Act B.E. 2505 (1962),
which governed the monastic structure, and Section 26 of the 2017 Constitution, which
guaranteed human dignity and equal rights for all Thai citizens regardless of status, gender,
age, profession, or religion. However, a major problem existed in Sections 29 and 30 of the
Sangha Act, which empowered state officials to immediately force a monk to disrobe while a
criminal case was still pending. 2. Legal Comparison When comparing legal protections, it was
found that Article 12 in Sri Lanka guaranteed that all persons were equal before the law and
entitled to equal legal protection. In Laos, Section 3 of the 1998 Sangha Act mandated strict
adherence to precepts (227 for monks, 10 for novices, and 8 for lay devotees) while granting
legal rights similar to those in Thailand and 3. Legal Development Guidelines To improve legal
protection, the study proposed applying the Four Noble Truths Suffering (Dukkha), its Cause
(Samudaya), its Cessation (Nirodha), and the Path (Magga) to foster the recognition of equality
in personal rights and freedoms. Furthermore, religious laws, specifically the Sangha Act B.E.
2505 and the regulations of the Sangha Supreme Council, should be amended to align with
contemporary society without contradicting monastic discipline (Vinaya).

Keywords: Protection of Rights, Law, Buddhist Monks
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