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Book Review

Simon, Julian L. (1969). Basic Research Methods in Social Science: The Art of

Empirical Investigation. New York: Random House, 525 pp.
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Panida Chinsuvapata2

Tippanad Chareerak’

Abstract

Empirical research in social science is a method of inquiry that employs scientific
method and is based on empirical data as principal evidence. For these reasons, it can be
regarded as scientific research that can lead to conclusion and a body of Knowledge by
philosophy of logical empiricism. Quantitative and qualitative researches in social science
could be classified into empirical research if they strictly employ the scientific method

and are based on empirical data.
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...Empirical  research...consists  of
thinking up hypotheses about the nature
of the world, generalizing from observed
facts to produce scientific “laws” and
developing logical systems that are
often called “models” ... its subject is...
examining factual and material evidence
and analyse data to develop the
descriptions,measurements, comparisons
and tests of hypothesized relationships
that are themselves part of the

speculative side of scientific work.

(Simon, 1969:5)

Certainly there can be no science
without empirical research to serve as a
bridge between scientific thought and

reality, as the source of speculation and
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as a test of hypotheses. Empirical work

and hypothesizing shade into one
another.

(Simon, 1969:6)

..“empirical  research”  excludes
knowledge obtained by consulting
authorities, in books or in persons, and
includes only knowledge obtained from
data resulting from first-hand
observations, either by you or by

someone else.

(Simon, 1969: 6)

We then translate the deduction
into a hypothesis that can be tested
empirically... All  hypothesis are not
deduced from theories, though most of
them rest on facts and assumptions... it
comes directly from observation and
unformalized intuition...

(Simon, 1969: 37)
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