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Thai Mercantile Marine

Thanasan Kwaengsobha

Abstract

International economic progress depends very largely on the efficient use of scare
resources and the distribution of the products and services derived from them. Since
seaborne trade is currently running about 80 per cent of total world trade, the shipping
industry is of paramount importance. Improvements in shipping and economies in the cost

of sea transport can expand the world market.

The problem of trade deficit suffered by Thailand is partly resulted from expenses for
freight of foreign vessels which amount to over one hundred thousand million baht a year.
The problem is that why Thailand does not invest to establish fleet of commercial vessels
or oil tankers of its own in order to ship our goods and reduce the huge amount of such
trade deficit. However, to create such fleet of vessels is not an easy task. It requires the
availability of comprehensive trade statistics, number of vessels, marketing research and
other economic parameters in order to estimate trade volume or goods to be shipped by
ourselves before the provision of such a fleet.

Estimation of total trade volume requires stimation of trade with individual countries
so that the calculation of the number of fleet to match the volume of goods to be shipped
could be done. Product volume analysis is also required to determine characteristic of
vessels. When demand and supply can be estimated for sea carriage, it will lead to project

definition and project evaluation for provision of fleet of vessels at a later stage.

Keyword : Thai mercantile marine , Maritime transport,Thai vessels , Oil tanker ,
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific ( ESCAP)
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The commercial oil tanker AbQaig, on ballas
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