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An Analysis of Industrial Location Patterns of Processed Food Industry in

Suphan Buri Province

Podchanee Sriwichian

Abstract
This study aimed at analyzing location pattern of food processing industry in
Suphan Buri Province and factors influencing the industrial location pattern.

The study was conducted using the questionnaire to collect data from government
and private sectors and applying the geographic information system (GIS) for geographical
data analysis.

Considering number of labors, this study found that there were 1,830 workers
working in food processing industry in Suphan Buri province, of which Samchuk district had
the highest percentage (38.25), followed by Muang district (19.07) and U-thong district
(16.83) respectively. It was also found that food processing plants were significantly located
along major transportation routes, of which being upgraded and widen to have more lanes
in order to facilitate transportation of raw and semi - finished materials and distribution of
finished products. Also, many plants were located in agricultural areas to save cost of
transportation of raw materials. In terms of types of food processing industry, plants of fruits
or vegetable processing were concentrated in U-thong District. Plants of seeds or
underground seeds processing were located mostly in Muang or U-thong District. Most
plants processing flour or food from flour, were found in Muang District. The majority of
plants processing coffee, tea, chocolate, sweets, were situated in U-thong District. Most of
spices, curry pastes, food ingredients processing plants were located in Muang District. The
most significant factor influencing the selection of food processing industry location
was availability of public utilities, followed by industrial entrepreneurs, raw materials,

transportation, and availability of land and factories respectively.

Key words : Industrial location pattern, Food processing industry.
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