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Political Conflict Management
in Thailand During the Years 2001 - 2012

Suebwong Sukamor\gkol1

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) The formulation of political conflict
in Thailand during the years 2001 - 2012; 2) The forms of political conflict in Thailand during
the years 2001 - 2012; 3) The impact on security, citizens, and democracy due to political
conflict in Thailand during the years 2001 - 2012; and 4) Political conflict management in
Thailand during the years 2001 - 2012.

An in-depth interview was conducted for 30 key informants, selected by a purposive
sampling from politicians, academicians, government officials, and media and business
persons. A sample survey was conducted to collect data from 600 respondents living in
Bangkok and its vicinity.

Findings were as follows: The formulation of political conflict in Thailand during the
years 2001-2012 was due to the unbalance of social, economic and political factors among
the citizens, the conflict of power and interests among political groups, the media and the
democratic alliance group, the coup d’ é tat, independent entities, and the constitutions of
the years 1997 and 2007. The most influential factor was the political protest by occupying
public areas (X¥= 3.02, S.D. = .931)

The forms of political conflict in Thailand during the years 2001 — 2012 were the bias
of the media and academics, the discourse of “Lords and commons,” the protest of the

“yellow shirt” and “red shirt” groups, force used by government, and ineffective law
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enforcement. The most influential factor was the political protest in the Rajprasong Area
(¥=3.20, S.D. = .868)

The impacts on security, citizens, and democracy from the political conflict were
disharmony, ethical and good governance, security, economic impact, the acceptance of
the country in international communities, and the confidence in the justice system. The
most influential factor was the economic impact (X = 3.53, S.D. = .710)

Political conflict management in Thailand during the years 2001 — 2012 consisted of
building national unity with the democratic process, remedies, equality of the justice, and
forgiveness. The model could be synthesized with the model of conflict and reconciliation
management or the 3S reconciliation model comprised of: 1) Reconciliation process led by
government; 2) Shared future; 3) Shared power; and 4) Shared benefits. The most influential
factor was building the national unity (X¥= 3.43, S.D. = .767)

Keywords: conflict management, political conflict, coup d’ é tat.

" Ph.D. student, Public Administration Programme, Valaya alongkorn Rajabhat University, Under the Royal patronage.
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TaeduulAaduuuy win-win - ladle win-lose
139 lose-lose (Fulong, 2005)
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