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Southern Insurgency in the Three Border Provinces, Local People Identity

and Government Official Behavior

Col. Boonaue Boonrith

The study on "Southern Insurgency in the Three Border Provinces and Its Local
People Identity and Government Official Behavior" aimed to explore the effect of local
people identity on the insurgency issue, and the problems from government official
behavior in those areas. This qualitative research collected data from documentary sources
and in-depth interviews with purposively selected sample comprising 5 groups of 37 people,
i e politicians, high-ranking administrators, former insurgents, academics and natural local
leaders.

On the issue of the local people identity, the motivation for insurgency had its root
from factors of historical background of the three provinces. Main cause of the problem was
the government's inadequate attention to local problems. The races, religions, cultures,
languages and identities of the peoples in the Siamese and Patani states were also different.
The government policies and activities that were not consistent with the islamic religion and
way of life of the local people also exacerbate the problems into open conflicts and
violence against the government.

In order to alleviate the southern insurgency problem the following policy strategies
were recommended. Firstly, the government would rather employ flexible than harsh
approach. Secondly, improve efficiency on intelligence system. Thirdly, extend public
relation services to the target groups based on His Majesty the King’s direction on
“understanding, reaching and developing”. Muslims believe that all are brothers and sisters
even though they are not relatives. Fourthly, sovernment agencies should work in the same
direction and have mutual understanding of the problems of local people. Government
activities in relation to the local people should recognize human rights and justice. Finally
crisis management model from the past in Thailand can also be employed in

administration.

Key words: Southern insurgency, Three southern border provinces, Local people identity,

Government official behavior.
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