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The Reform of the Royal Thai Army Reserve System.

Darran Yutthawonsuk

Abstract
The objectives of the research were to study the components and the structure

of the organization of the reserve system and to bring forward the reformation of the
reserve system of the Royal Thai Army. The study was done by gathering data and
information from documentary sources, in-depth interviews and focus groups. It was
revealed that the management of the reserve system was still inefficient in that the
structure of agencies was still inappropriate, lack of the clarity, and not in the same
standard. In addition, the Army ROTC curriculum and the reserve training course were still
inappropriate and the standards of those courses were not similar to the training course of
active components which caused reserves being unable to work with the active
components efficiently. Moreover, the reserves still lacked understanding of the concept
and ideology in sacrificing personal gains for the public and the nation. Other issues were
that, furthermore, people and other sectors did not have the opportunity to participate, a
lack of clarity in the laws about benefits for the reserves, obsolete rules and regulations
that did not support the future actions efficiently. Finally, the development of personnel in
the reserve system lacked the continuity which caused inefficient performance.

The policy suggestions for the reform of the Royal Thai Army Reserve System are
the separation of the reserve production system from the Royal Thai Army Students Training
System; improvement in the Royal Thai Army Students Training Curriculum; the
establishment of a clear division between personal reserves and reserve units supporting
the operation units of the Royal Thai Army; provision of opportunity for the reserves to
apply for training to be officers of the Royal Thai Army and for training in other special

courses; recognition of, and establish good relationship with, the reserves; integration of
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benefits of the reserves with other sectors; and allocation of training sites for reserved

forces in various regions of Thailand with varying annual training sessions.

Keywords :

Student Trainees.
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