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he Development of Action Learning Model for Enhancing Disease

Prevention and Control Competencies of Health Volunteers

Abstract

The purposes of this research were as follows : 1) To study the disease prevention
and control competencies of health volunteers, 2) To develop the action learning model
for enhancing disease prevention and control competencies of health volunteers and 3) To
study the effects of the action learning model on disease prevention and control
competencies of health volunteers.

The sample was divided into 2 groups. The first group for studying the disease
prevention and control competencies of health volunteers consisted of 92 health
volunteers. The second group for studying the effect of the action learning model on the
disease prevention and control competencies of health volunteers consisted of 16 health
volunteers, purposively selected from the health volunteers in the first group and randomly
assigned into an experimental group and a control group. Each group consisted of 8 health
volunteers. The experimental group participated in the action learning model while the
control group did not receive any treatment.

The research instruments were 1) a scale measuring the disease prevention
competencies with total reliability of 0.91, and a scale measuring the of disease control
competencies with total reliability of 0.88, 2)an action learning model with the item
objective congruence (I0C) ranged from 0.67-1.00, and 3) a behavior observation form with
reliability coefficient of 0.87, and Focus Group interview.

The research results were as follows:

1. The total mean score of the disease prevention and the disease control
competencies of 92 health volunteers were high, i.e. knowledge in disease prevention was
high, practice and outcome in disease prevention were moderate, knowledge and outcome
in disease control were high, and practice in disease prevention and control was moderate.

2. The action learning model for enhancing disease prevention and the disease
control competencies of the health volunteers consisted of 6 stages : 1) assessing disease

prevention competencies and disease control competencies, 2) preparing for collaboration
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and partnerships

79

of the health volunteers,3) framing issues, 4) making collaborative

decisions,5) implementing decisions, and 6) evaluation.

3. The disease prevention competencies and the disease control competencies of

health volunteers of the experimental group after participation in the action learning model

and after the follow-up were significantly higher than before participation in the action

learning model at 0.05 level.

4. The disease prevention competencies and the disease control competencies of

health volunteers of the experimental group after participation in the action learning model

and after the follow-up were significantly higher than that of the control group at 0.01 level.

5. The satisification and appreciation of health volunteers of the experimental group after

participating in the disease prevention and disease control action leaming model as analysed

through focus group was high.

Keywords: Action learning model, Disease prevention competencies, Disease control

competencies, Health volunteers
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