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A Comparative Study of Competitive Capacity Between Accountancy

Services in Thailand and Other Members in AEC in Order to Accommodate
Labour Mobility Within the AEC Framework
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Abstract
This research used mixed methods of quantitative and qualitative research by means of

interview schedules and questionnaires for data collection. The results were as follows:

Thailand had most accountants in the AEC. Graduates in accountancy had relatively high
opportunity to work. With low unemployment rates, most accountants were capable to be book
keepers, but not to be involved in critical analysis across disciplines, e.g., finance, investment,
management and strategic planning. A few of them could become certified public auditors. There
was a need to improve English language skill and accounting technology application. A
comparative study of accountancy capacity among AEC member countries revealed that
professional accountants in Thailand are strong in delicate and creative works, professionally
mature and honest. Although wages and salaries were higher than those in Indonesia and CLMV
countries, most Thai accountants were lacking English language skills. There were a good deal of
accountants in the Philippines while Malaysia and Singapore began to face a shortage of skilled
labour in this area. Migrants from the Philippines and Malaysia were the largest group who came
to work in the business sector in Thailand at a low level of employment for about 50 percent in
the labour market, with a base salary of about baht 15,000.- As far as wages and incomes were
concerned, accountants in Singapore enjoyed the highest wages and incomes while those in
Malaysia and Indonesia followed. Wage rates in Thailand, Brunei and Vietnam were approximately
equal while those in Lao were the lowest. With respect to business, medium business needed
most labuor employment of about 50 percent and accountants were ranked third in terms of
proportion in the Thai labour market. Regarding the government, it was revealed that all AEC

member countries provided accounting, auditing and bookkeeping services.

Keywords: Labour mobility, Accountancy, ASEAN Economic Community.
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