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Sacred Landscape as a Tool to Shape the Built Environment: A Case of Tum

Yai Nam Nhao, Phetchabun Province

Prompaporn Nualsang1

Paisarn Tepwongsirirat2

Abstract

The main objective of this research was to study the relationship between the
community and the sacredness of Nam Nhao Cave in Phetchabun Province. The survey
undertaken in three residential villages in Tambon Lakdan and surrounding areas revealed
that the sacred nature of Nam Nhao Cave area was retained both in abstract and concrete
terms by the people residing in the community, not only through their practice of worship
but also through a continued development of the residence and environmental planning to
enhance the sacred nature of the cave. Moreover, a significant factor contributing to the
continued existence of the sacredness in the area was a series of regulations establised by
mutual agreement in the society, which defined what was regarded as status and roles of
the sacredness, and how the community interacted with these elements. These regulations

could then be viewed as a tool for managing the sacred landscape.

Keywords : Sacred landscape, Ritual, Built environment, Social agreement.
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