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Vote Buying in Senator Election in Thailand

Vichai Thosuwonchinda'
Abstract

This research was intended to study vote buying in senator election to find out the
factors of vote buying and the ways to prevent the problem.

The study was a qualitative research. The result showed that there was vote buying.
Factors influencing vote buying were unawareness of the significance of election in
democracy of Thai people, the constituencies were so large that the candidates needed
help from influencial political agents in the constituencies, and the investigation for
misconducts in election not only very time consuming but also insufficient evidence. The
election officers still lack of skill to investigate, lack of cooperation from witness and lack of
efficient way to punish vote buyers. Solutions to these problems lies heavily with by the
election committee to create awareness of democracy among Thai people, give training for
election officers on investigation, review rules and regulations on investigation, organize
volunteers to observe and report vote buying and give reward for witnesses and seriously
punish people involved vote buying.

Moreover, it is important to change senator election system from direct election
to indirect election or use election of the whole country instead of province or using a

central and just committee to select appropriate senators instead of the general election.

Keywords : Election, Senator, Vote buying.
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