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An Analysis of Labour Welfare in Thailand : A Comparative Study with
ASEAN Countries.

Vichai Thosuwanjinda1

Abstract

ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) has commenced since the end of 2015.
Therefore, Thailand should review its welfare for workers as stated in Labour Protection Act
so that is it similar to those in other ASEAN countries in order to accommodate labour
movement in the region. This study compared the welfare for Labour in Thailand with those
in other ASEAN courtiers. It was revealed that the labour welfare in ASEAN was similar in
most aspects. However, there were some significant differences such as weekly holiday for
shift workers who worked in fixed hours system, annual holiday, and sick leave. In addition,
women could have longer holiday on abortive sickness than men, and male workers could
take leave to take care of their infant. Moreover, employers arranged nursery room and day
care center for babies and children. Furthermore, retired age extended for the aging society,
and providence fund was compulsory. The researcher suggested the government to amend
Labour Protection Act according to the standard of ASEAN and provide more tax incentive

to employers who offer more voluntary welfare for their workers.

Keywords : Labour security, Labour protection law, Providence fund, ASEAN
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