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Electrical and Electronic Wastes Management: Policies, Practices, and

Consequences - A Study of Japan, Switzerland, and Thailand

Ratchaphong Klinsrisuk’
2
Wassana Jangprajak
Abstract

The objective of this article is to analyze the difference of policies, measures and
practices for electronic waste management in Japan, Switzerland and Thailand. It is
reviewed and analyzed under the three important criteria including structure framework,
management system and impact from electronic waste management. The result shows
that the policies for electronic waste management in those countries aimed to minimize
the impact on health and the environment by reuse and recycling. In Japan, electronic
waste management is successful because of the specific legal framework of electronic
waste management and strong enforcement including integrated infrastructure for
electronic waste management. As same as Switzerland, there are the specified law of
electronic waste management which clearly defined duties and responsibilities of those
involved. The organization for collecting, transporting and management is a partnership
with the industry sector in Thailand, on the other hand, there is no specific law for
electronic waste management. Informal sector was found to be key element on
electronic waste management as a mechanism for recycling and related activities. In
conclusion, policies and measures for electronic waste management in Thailand should
be based on the context of socio-economic conditions of the country, and the informal
sector should be integrated into the management system for effectiveness and

sustainable electronic waste management.
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