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Human Rights and the United Nations: Racism in the United States in
1960s
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Abstract

This research aimed to study the role of the United Nations (UN) in addressing the
problem of racial discrimination in the United States of America during the 1960s and to
consider the guidelines used by the US government in solving or at least coping with the
problem of racial discrimination. The researcher studied secondary data in order to
analyze situations and social conditions and the role and participation of the UN in
respect to issues of human rights and the problem of racial discrimination in the US
during the 1960s. It was, and revealed that the UN’s role in calling for human rights in the
US was successful because the UN directly influenced activists from human rights
organizations in the country rather than those from outside the country. Although the UN
could not directly solve racial discrimination problems in the US, it still was able to play
a role in confronting the problem of racial discrimination. It lent support by providing
knowledge and understanding to human rights organizations in the US. It also increasingly
focused on the drafting of regulations and conventions covering human rights. These
were be used as agreements by all member countries and to serve as a model for the
makings of human rights laws in member nations, instead of the UN directly tackling the

problems.
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