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Liberal Democratic States and International Interventions: From the

Perspective of Social Liberalism

Anekchai Rueangrat’canakorn1

Abstract

The purpose of this article was to analyze the appropriate forms of interventions of
liberal democratic states and international community in the internal affairs of other states-
both liberal democratic and non-liberal democratic states. The social liberalism approach was
applied as a framework. It was revealed that the regime type of the states, which committed
human rights violations and undemocratic practices, affected legitimacy and types of
international interventions in the domestic affairs of those states as follows: Firstly, liberal
democratic states had strong enough reasons to interfere in non-liberal democratic states when
the latter violated human rights and democratic norms, although both were not members of
the same political community or did not have close relationship. Condemnation, humanitarian
intervention, and targeted sanctions were the forms of interventions of liberal democratic
states in the non-liberal democratic states. Secondly, from social liberal perspective, liberal
democratic states had the legitimacy of interventions in other liberal democratic states when
the latter violated the set of shared rules and regulations, or deviated from social norms of
liberal society or the shared value, especially when they committed a massive scale of injustice
and human rights violations. In addition to the forms of interventions as mentioned above,
economic sanctions, in social liberalism perspective, were main forms of interventions of liberal

democratic states in liberal democratic states.
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