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Public Policy Process in Thailand: Problems and Solutions

Wannapa Warnanond'

Abstract
Public policy process can be seen as an intergraded process of formation,
implementation and evaluation. Thai public policies often encounter problems in various
stages: policy formulation and implementation not conform to the policy processes; policy
decisions often ignore social dimension and microeconomic conditions at the community level;
irrational policy; no study for policy alternatives or empirical research; lack of study on policy
impacts both directly and indirectly; lack of public awareness since its formulation; decisions
on policy is often a matter of authority, sovernment officials and executives, not from the
public; political and interest-based formulation; political and interest groups cannot meet the
public demand. The author proposes solutions to these problems as follows: create people's
freedom to participate in policy formulation; public policy must be based on theoretical or
logical reasoning; there should be an agency to conduct an analysis of policy options tangibly
and professionally; provide the public with a chance to create innovative ideas that do not

strict to the old framework; and policy decisions must take into account public interest.
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