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Abstract

The objectives of this research article were 1) to study the problem of illiteracy and the
needs of illiterate female inmates in the correctional department, region 9; 2) to develop a study
model based on the Paolo Ferré concept (Paulo Freirean methodology) and 3) to study the results
of the application of Paulo Freirean methodology to develop the potentiality and literacy of female
inmates in the correctional department, region 9. The research model was qualitative research
using Paulo Freirean methodology of teaching literacy to adults as a research framework. The
research area was Songkhla Women Correctional Institution. The sample used was 12 illiterate
female inmates who were chosen by using a specific selection method. The tool used for data
collection was open-ended interview questions. The data were analyzed by a descriptive
conclusion and narrative. The research results were found as follows:

1. The problem of illiteracy affected the daily life of the sample. It prevented them from
doing certain activities on their own such as writing letters, being unable to read signs which
caused them to have to rely on others to help. Moreover, the sample group felt that illiteracy was
their own inferiority complex and there was a need to develop themselves to be able to read and
write.

2. Paulo Freirean methodology consists of 4 steps: 1) the study of context, problems, and
needs of the learners 2) selection of words that are meaningful to the learners 3) teaching reading

and writing which consists of sub-steps including motivation, media development and teaching
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reading and writing in connection with experiences, and 4) teaching to think critically through
rational dialogue and discussion.

3. The samples were able to read and write Thai words and sentences that were needed
in their daily life. They could write correspondence, their names and names of friends. They could
read words and messages from the signboards and also changed their attitude and perspective
towards life, they were encouraged and knew how to seek additional knowledge.

Findings from this research can be used as a guideline for educational management for
other illiterate groups such as women and youth who lack literacy opportunities to be literate,

self-sufficient, and also develop their own potential.
Keywords: Paulo Freirean methodology; Literacy; Female inmates
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