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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the factors of risk-taking behavior of higher
secondary school students using the technique of stratified random sampling. The sample
population consisted of 1,320 students under the jurisdiction of the Secondary Educational Service
Area Office Two. Data were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed using the technique of
exploratory factor analysis with principal component analysis and varimax rotation.

The findings showed that risk-taking behavior of the students under study consisted of the
twelve factors. These were preferring challenges, imitating the commission of an offence, lacking
discretion, neglecting health and personal hygienic condition, ignoring learning activities, violating
school regulations, accepting improper environment, accepting incorrect practices, lacking self-
responsibility, having false beliefs about drugs, seeing the commission of an offence as normal,
and having wrong values in education. These twelve factors could be explanatory of the variance

of risk—taking behavior of the students under study at 60.125 percent.
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