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Abstract

The purposes of this article were to: 1) develop and validate a causal relationship model of
influencing decisions to study undergraduate studies of Rangsit University students; and 2) study
the causal factors influencing decisions to study undergraduate studies of Rangsit University
students. This study was quantitative research. The tools used in the research were online
questionnaires. The sample consisted of 410 people studying for a bachelor's degree at Rangsit
University by simple sampling. The statistics used in data analysis were frequency, percentage,
confirmatory factor analysis, and the structural equation model.

The research results were found as follows: 1) The causal relationship models comprise
four components: social media usage, electronic word of mouth, trust, and decisions to study. The
model is consistent with the empirical data to a great extent. The statistics show CMIN/df = 2.01,
GFlI = 0.93, AGFI = 0.91, SRMR = 0.05, and RMSEA = 0.05. The final prediction coefficient was
0.59, indicating that the variables in the model can explain the variance of the decisions to study
undergraduate studies of Rangsit University students by 59 percent. 2) Both trust and electronic
word of mouth had respective influences on the decisions to study. However, Rangsit University
should consider the trust of students. The findings of this study will help Rangsit University plan

and recruit new students more efficiently in the future.

Keywords: Causal Factors; Decisions to study; Rangsit University; Social Media
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