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Abstract

This article aimed to study ASEAN Centrality in Regional Free Trade Agreements: A case
study of Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership and the effect of Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership that helps to promote ASEAN Centrality when it succeeds. The study
employed a qualitative research format, utilizing the concepts of regionalism and realist theory as
a research framework. The study began in 2001 after the delay of the Doha Round of multilateral
trade negotiations of the World Trade Organization, which developed into the RCEP agreement in
2020 with full ratification by member countries.

It was found that ASEAN Centrality does not help to make the RCEP agreement successful,
and the RCEP agreement does not support ASEAN Centrality and has more benefits for countries
outside the region than ASEAN because ASEAN is unable to resolve the conflicts of the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership negotiations among member countries in terms of trade in
goods, trade in services, investment, and other areas, causing the negotiations on the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership to drag on for 8 years. Furthermore, the RCEP agreement
lacks the depth of negotiation topics found in ASEAN's previous trade agreements, such as the
ASEAN Free Trade Area and ASEAN+1. In addition, the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership does not support ASEAN Centrality because it benefits the East Asian region, such as
China, Japan, and South Korea, more than ASEAN member countries.
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